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r.Cor. c. 1. v. 12,13. Every on? of you ſaith, I am 
"of Paul, and 1 of A pollos, and of Cephas, and 
{ of © Cbriſt: Is Chriſt E Quided ? 

Who art thou that judgeſt another mans 

ſervant. To his own Maſter he ſtands or falls ; yea, 

he ſhall be holden up, for God is able to make him 
and. 

y- þ.Joh. 9, 10. But Diotrephes who loveth to have 

"L preeminence among them, TecerVes US NO anne 


Neither doth he him ſelf recerve the Brethren, and 


| ————C 


forbiddeth them that would, and caſteth them out of 


the Church. 
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HO 7 wilt find the worthy Author of this en/uing Tract, 
rppoſing two perſons of a very different Charader. MH: M. wheſe 
ſcrutles are ſo mean, and ſo often anſwered; that as they coula. 
ave little influexce in his Change, ſo they deſerved no new Conſiderati- 
pn, The moſt material of his Queſtions may be reduced to this, Being, 
that the Church of Rome by her uſurping ſhiſts propagated her Apon. 
ſkacy to her neighbour Churches how can any of thoſe belong to the Cam 
holick Church if they ceas that Apoſlacy,ard regain their former ſtate? 
he anſwer is cafie unl ſ. infeition do for ever ſubjet a Church to that, 
hurch which tnſefed it. Can any man daubt whether the Britiſh 
Churches had equal authority to reform themſelves for Chriſt's ſate 
as they had to admit theſe corruptions for the Poxes ſake. "Wk: 
The other Perſon is M: K: who hath needleſly yea to the apparent. 
dammage of his cauſe, bitterly cenſured the wholeZody of Nonconfar, 
miſts. Whether his novel notions, or the unſeaſong » publication ef 
matters of debates among us, be moſt eulpable , it's hard determining ; 
The ſad conſequences were ſo obvious, that great importunity fail'd to 
encline my undertaking our vindication, though the charge againſt us 
rs great, and the proof attempted from miſtaken principles. d. 
| But ſeeing the Anthor with others judged a reply needful, and re 
preſented our ſiience as turned to our reproach ; I am perſwaded to pres 
face theeenſuing Book, wherin thon wilt find both evidence and candor, 
1 ſhall ouly hint at what the Book ts concerned in, and inſ1;6 on ſome 
Criminations the Author overlooks. das ab bow Re 
Mr: K's. excluding us from the Catholick Church can harm us little 
when be gives us a diſcription of this Church [0 entirely. | + 
Popiſh, and oppoſite to. the joynt teſtimony of Proteſtants, $.:68: of the 
in a controverſy betwixt the Romaniſts' and us. The Ar. Church, av 
Ficles of the Chursh of Ireland define the C reg opeck < hireh.. « 2s on 
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| Þ Bell: de Eccl: in theCreed, to be the inviſible body of Elefted Saints * WM 1 
milit: lib: 2: #n heaven ant earth. © Butail of M: Ks. deſcription, i --4 
Gap: 2. Bel'armines own who /trangely confounds a particu 
* Church vith the Catholick Church wiſtble, out of which 
particular Churches ave formed, #tnl:/s you admit Iifittels for , bers 
and iifto which they are reſolved; unl-ſs they ceaſe to be Cathiolick 
Members when their Paſtors dy or remove. Wheras M: K. might have 
known that the Catholick viſible Church as entitive ts made up of 
profeſiing Chriſtians, and particular Churches are but ſecondary mem- 
bers of this body as Organical by Aggregation. 
But the Diſſenters will deny his charge by furtber proving that they 
ere ſubjefts to their lawſull Paſtors, that ſuch are not their Paſtors 
|; #Þhom he chargeth them with ſeparation from; And they can juſtify 
* their Seperation to be a duty, and ſo no bar to their Catholick privi- 
' lealg if they bad ſome times been ſubjef to ſuch. Tea it's manifeſt, the 
Church of England account us within the Pale of the Church by her 
eating Hs Brethren departed in the Faith when dead, and too oft Ex- 
communicating us when alive. His charge of Ecclefiaſtical Rebel/icn 
cannot yet affet us, when we think that we jujtly deny the Convecation 
to'be'a ft Repreſentative of all the Paſtors in England ; and not a ſu- 
eme poiger over all our Churches, yea aud ſuſpet a definition of the 
tholick Charch by ſuch regent Officers as what favours the Univerſal 
Fleadſhip, and may well end in the Pope as principium unitatis. _ 
Ftis poſitivencſ in our duty to be filent when ſuſpended, without re- 
gard to juſtice of the ground of it, mmparts he hath forgotten that Caſi® 
ifts generally determin, that an unjuſt ſentence bindes not before God or 
the Cburch ; and that Paſtors power in the charch is not of the ſan e 
extent as a Kings in the State, but under the limits of many more inſl is 
Futed laws. But theſe matters being debated in the book I proceed. 
M: K's Sarcaſm againſt our cant from M: M's. allufion to a plain 
Scripture p, 13 may call him to ſuſpeft. what ſpirit himſelfis of (Luke 
9, 55.) and others of his fort wko redicule ſcripture paſſages though us 
ſed mm the ſence of the ſpirit that inſpired the writers of the ſcriptures 
#ndcoudemw in us this principles which were the common ſence of Pres 


teſtant Biſhops, but yet theſe muſt be the only Proteſtant Sucs 
cefſors, becauſe they keep up the ceremonies tho they deſpiſe manyem- 
Portant dofirines which they more valued themſelves by. ; 


# 


m—_— ..... Jo che Reader. . SIE 
+ Reader, thou maiſt wonder how M: K. that affirmeth no miniffers 
Way reform no nor preach againſt the Eſtabliſht Church, can publiſh 
#88/e thoughts of his ſo repugnant to the ſence of the Church, and under» 
take to referm the w#ry Catholick Church by a definitien of it ſo opgos 
* fre to that his Church hath publiſhed. [he >, 
tHe Reproacheth us with the favours we new recieve MK. Þ: 4g 
from men of M: M's fperſwaſion. Ie thankfully own the  wepiys 
dings Favours without ungratefub enquiries into the + 9.9 
ground's of it, nor yet doubting but we ſhall take care not to farſejt what 
he tbinks meet to grant: But why ſhould-yoa that difixke an Inquifatior 
gruds us a little eaſe? I b:l:eve you are not for blaming the Magiſtnatt 
when the Reds and Axes are diſuſed. Are not the miſerics greatiies 
nough which we bave endured at your bands for refuſing to font in dqing 
things which.ypu had nothing bat the bare authority of the impoſer tn 
plead for ;But 1 heartily with all cur hardſhips ſo forgoten by us as that 
they neither abate charity nor preveut union on Chriſtian Catholiak 
terms, 11 © 20861 
| 1 confeſs jt's ng {ral cmazement-to.hear the Prelatiſes nefied oft thin 
. prelent liberty of Diffſenters. Are we blamepble for meeting now) mei 
ao it with ſafty when we ſuffered ſo much rather than forbear. it dCam 
they thatibave refaſed Preferments endured priſons, reproach and) loſs; 
of eſtates for their principles be (uſpetted apt to.renounce or betray thei 
for a ſmile,? SitT | 1 115773 bn 
| Hlowicain theſe men that other day refalved all law- into the Kingy: 
meer will, now brand'aur meetings as anlawful ? But this will \ convinet) 
the world that that party will ailways Skrew up the point of Loyaluys 
whoſe: Intereſt, the Government p' ometes, and ,yat: may cha{/enge thiir 
cwn {entiments wbem the Throne 7s tefs awpiczonss,'c, i 1 tial tl 
» ', Finally why a6 ifhtheſe perſons: this wiamor. as if chey bemailed they 
had loſt an opportunity to inflict the ſame evils by the interphſad ef a1 
Poiver we might.'wll have expected le(s kindneſs from ?-. {dave me'auy 
thing but immunity from poiniſhment 2 Do. we enjoy your preſerments ora 
places 2. Is it no fauour you reap whilst'you enjoy your Reyewah, and; 


publick opportunities ol'ſervice * you, ili effeem it {4 0n& warepittoht 
Mi; others, 5/ [ever gouconterro; endure the pervey, hazard andreantempriof 
S other Faithful Miniſters ; which the 1 ſuggest'in order to. 8 marg ſaber... 
J judgment. yet 1 defire never to behold, © - E- Mm 


; 1. 
N FU 


To'the' Reader. 


proach is propagated among the people the fa 

acherof time-may diſcover more than a preſent flaſh of heat for 
entere(ls ca!1 CO. 

But w hc rin {yerh this f tendfhip uniefs that you will not ſuffer us 
to be friends with you, and rherfore you conclude we muſt.needs be 
one w th them; I heartily with ali could acquit themſelves of culpa- 
be fric:d{hip'with them as we c#1. I am ſure. we agree notin Prins 
ciples with them in any thing wherin we differ trom you, and we 
blame you for nothing but wherin you agree with them. Let us re- 
form your Church and We promiſe we. wil remove nothing but. 
| what is Popiſh ; Let them reform/your Church and le engage 
' hey'i rake away nething but whatisPreſbyterian. Do you condemn 
- us for any thing but that which Popery would relieve us in; is it we 
that bow to thie- Eaſt, and to the Altar? do we uſe vain pageantry 
m -Coafcerating'o! Churches and utenſils baptiſeing them with ſaints 
nam:s. Do we'ſtisk from place to place in reading our Service, uſe 
the fizn-of the Crofs, kneel at the Sacrament which never obtained 
inthe Church before Tranſubſtanriation. Have we Abſolation of 
fasto the uncenſured? Ig. private Communion our - manner? Have 
we'\ Organs, Singingeboys,. unſeriptural Confirmation, preaching 
Deacons, Reading over the Dead, Holy days, Surpluſes, Keſponſa's 


all rheſt; wheras we worſhip God without all this ſtuff added to 
ons inſtit#t ions, and are content with that that for deceney the 
rary wherto is indecent by natural light or common uſage. 
V\Further whether moſt countenanceth the univerſal Headſhip.your 
Dioceſſans or; our plain Preſbyter ? Have we Deans and Chapters ? 
j. -067 op Biſhops Courts the prime managers of Diſcipline, Plus 
railties Wc, | | fp 0 


ok that we who 


on” 


MK: x78? BY: K. Braids ws as friends to the Popiſh Party. "8 
Reply it \ Through. the weakneſs -of the Ciergy this wy res. 


[ow 


and twenty more appendants to worſhip. The Romiſh Church hath. 


the of Popery;; will efpouſe-+ 
. " 
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| diſpoſe us to true repentance for our 


'Edthe Reader; 


= hat Chirch'Form where we muſt mestwithallyour fauls 2nd - 


much greater nor is it-probable-we ſhould. do any thing unve-- 


_ » coming finceer and diſcctning Proteſtants-though-we' proſeſs 


due Loyalty bath from Coating! and from :Grarchul: _ 
ſentments. 
' What then can be the matter, that abit. the Hind. a 


- mends you as next of kin, yodr--worſhip prattices, Collin © 


rions, yea Dottrines of late do*forexceed in Harmony-with the 
Popiſh partyabove Us, while Mr: telis youtheir Flowers-are 


' yourornament, yea the world knoweth they love moſt of yqu & 


| your wayes better than us, and many of your -own- pr 0+. 
' claim, they would be Papifts rather-than. Presbyterians ; that 
yet we muſt til in ta'k, Sermons andPrint,have this-charaQeer - 
of great friendſhip faſtned on us.Ir ſeemeth.to-have.ins ride from - 


. ' this, you had caſt us our of all places, and-poſkſiled them; your 


'felves, whereby you apprehend us-now leſs envied, and.fo-leſs - 
expoſed to the firſt attack of Covetouſnels or ambirion-i 19,your 
rivals; but is it fair in you, firſt to.ſet us below envy, and-then 


 -free thatwe are not made - a ſacrifice ro preſerve; ; Our gran; 


dure. -- 
I ſhall cnnttads theſs naked dns made on M Ks make. 


-  ſfonable provocations, with my hearty prayers $0. Ged that he 


would. difcover to the Church of Kew gland; and tous: whatever. 
our miſtakes have-been, that b ks proſen Sealiegs he ould 


heats, and our valuing any intereſt = ys: epi. that 
he would give all a more truly Catholick. ns which; will-be 
found the ſerviceable as well as. Chriſtie. n 


Mm, permit me to hint. nt = | 
3 impoſed .on the Nonconfprmiſts were. ama, 
and certain to make ws LOR of che Jeruphe 


A aA SS AZ wax $4 FD wee re. 


| To the Reader, 
YpraQtices which we always ſcrupled,and much more their revis" 
val after they were once removed. We mult be reordained, we 
muſt folertinly declare the covenant bound! no man, when as a 
vow it muſt bind to at} that was lawfulmn it; and we know 
| ſome who were /#: juris when they took it, we mult ſwear ne- 
£ ver to endeavour alteration in the Church as eſtabliſhed, 

|} wherezs it owns in its preface tothe curies whe /zzurgy tharits 
Diſcipline isdefeftive, and we believe:the famz'of many, coaher 
: | things,'to fay nothing-ofthe: many difordersapparenr in "ir, p 

| The Prexbyterians on the Kinps return propofed' to uſe rhe 
Y E#argy with fome amendments, and: ro' fubmit 'to the Modef 
: of Epi copury, arawen up' by the Peaccabic Wihep ®fheri but 
þ availed not. ' © 


IF 2), The Confequenies of the diviſions product by theſe ſts 
4 vere terms, have beeft- difmal; how much of..mens Miniſtry 
3 _ been waſted on theſe matters, which mighr have been 
i j employed to moreedifying purpoſes? the prophanechave hq 
an engine to/exert their inbred emnity apainſtriws ferious, way 
xf'not come to that paſs, that ore was jeered 252 Phanatich, if 
he dared not to be prophane, Yea under the ſhaddow of zeal 
apainſt _— miſts, men became light in theivpraveſt em. 
ploys, Heterodox in their' notions, and too many did ridieu!e 
all Relipiontinthe moſt probable evidencesof? it as'Cant and 
| FTypoeriſy, what necd'l enlarge any-MOre. 'Werettic things: Of & 
tended, for by the impoſer Valuable; 1048” r/tourtervail the 
eaſt of theſe miſchiefs 7: / 7 
_ is neceſary tbr Churel/and Stade, that the tinjonof Mis 
and root ab of Ms be provide ſ6r-on: tvs 00M- 

prehenſive tertns; - | PULONG $03 977791 07 hoof; 

:-AlFour Ntidy'and prayers habit wikfvker thre, kts 7 
not, nor ever can brig 1s! to'comAply with! vhell 3 0hie Chur= 
chesſtfonge(Farguments for then; be thatthich? dg} ae 
and ſurely the Chirehes neceſſity! will a©loft® aotvinca her 
ts a [oor Ls, On n muſt decay, and Ce ched 

the numberiof DIAbriters is fo. 

NS wilfinret fie bis Dfene tne eng 
# bf ally 2n@ Bad*rrien-will \inflictipwhew 


\F 


_ - TT CE TI 0-6 9% hs 


ERAS. _© ooo 
terms bf union are fo hard, a5'to Exclude the ggoH, £.ef ohib- 
terms of peace be onee ſuch thit wiſe and $00d EO 
1 ous a-name. as will ee 
pole the guilty, were the ty/erable entettain'd, how. wo Id love 
flouriſh; an1 al bewfetu)l tothe Churches real tereſt, ſtall 
then provoks God to deſert us by our quarrels, and looſe. the 
very name of Prote/tavt, by comending tor things that. are of 
no uſe to us '<rther as proteſtants or Chriſtians. 

The Kingdoms intereſt concurr's as an argument to is, 
where evuld be the policy ofcutring'off ſo conſiderable a part 
of the nation froth ſervicablettels rotheſtate, becauſe they could 

, Not agree ts ſome formes which hid no influence to make 

them good Chriſtians or good Subpets, ſtrange was the. im- 

preſſion of the Clergy { or ſome others) that the fitteſt muy 
 / muſt not ferve the State, if he ſcrupled-the-Croſs in Baptiſm. 
| tho I anno Erraſtizn, *yct T-cannot but- perſwade the” Mag 
viſtrate notts inteffupt trade, Herreſc” his -SubjeRs, Keep his 
7] reaſtires trfipry, pivehis chethits the niags of 2 diſeor- 
| . &5 0 x | | 

Cer 


*feruple, and ſuparation will grow fo odi 


rented party, tempt them to irregularities and 
Goveraments , and all this ior ens Oathes and, Cere 
ks of exceljive- grandure, on: 


valluab'e only as'the ourwor —_— 
ſtingutfhing mark/between them 4hat-fear an Oath; and them 
that ſear'it too lictle: | Pu 4G Tay 

My not we expedt rhe'Govermitient to- 'F. 
can be 19 fin againſt Gd, to 'aktiwiy rthofe thin 


| 
| 


'r 
nor. 


pzace of the Church, and proſperity of the State be provided for 
0 by things of more moment, and leſs diſputab'e. 
' 4. The terms that would be comprehenſive of the moſt con- 
ſiderable part of Diſſenters, are neither difficult nordangerous. 
It was not peaceable or prudent Suggeſtion, that every little 
change is fatal tho mens intereſt,do not tempt them to make it 
| {o.Muft the body die,if the hair or nails be par'd,l will notdaze... 


To the Reader; 


to make-propofals ſo unſeaſonably ; Bur I think it eaſy to de-  ""_—_ 


monſtrate that no greater a change is necdiul than will con» 
iſt with decency in worſhip, reliraint of fundamental errors, . 
the Churches peace and trueſt glory, the Magiſtrates tranquil 


ſecurity and the juſt credit and power of the Clergy. 
Its our temper or ſelfiſh reſpects, not our differences, which have 
kept us ſolong aſunder. Could we but ſtoop leſs than our Lord's ex- 


ample calls 1is to,wken he waſh'd his Diſciples feet, the debates would 


{oon be at an end. Were we weaned from the love of Dominion, 
which he expreſly forbids, and inſpired with that love he declares fo 
eſſential to his followers, it were impoſſible for us to unchurch each 
other, who can ſubſcribe all the Articles of the Church of /reland,and 
all the Doftrinal Articles of the Church of Englandias we can and will 
do. 
' [ might hope a little prudence (which God ſeems about tofurniſh us 
all with) could not fail to make us one; in the mean while,& as fit means 
conducive to it, let us attend to our more needful work, valuing each 
others as Chriſtian ſocieties, tho under ſome pardonable miſtakes. 
That God would ſhew all of us the pattera of his houſe, and eſta. 
bliſh us in his truth, is the prayer of him who longeth' to ſee peice 
within the gates of Zjer, owneth all for Catholick members who 
are baptized viſible Chriſtians, tho fixed in no particular Church, and 
ſo not, ſubjeCt to any ſtated Paſtors ; bleſſeth God for our reformation, 
tho inftruments might be culpable'; acknowledgeth all Chriſtian ſo- 
cietics to be Churches, where the Word is truly preached, and Sacra- 
ments adminiſtred by duly qualified Paſtors, . tho a- Canonical right 
be diſputable, {ſo that no contradifory thing be added which difſolves 
their Church-ſtate, and dare not exclude from the Catholick Church 
foreign Proteſtants, who reformed by God's word, the without the 
confſear of the major part of a corrupt Clergy : yea, will not ſtake the 
Reformation in our Lands on a caſting Voce in the Convocation, but its 
correſpondeney to Chriſt's rules, who alone is ſupreme Ruler in his 
houſe; and by whoſe laws the fidelity of his Stewards, and their 
aCtings is determined. 


SIR, 


W Have acc 
BY: ſiderations; and: Mir. #ivg's: Anſwer; and fhali heregive you 
| EET TR FTE 2h x MS ITBTENCTTY 13119 


Far the D's Conſiderations, I never imtgiried the Proteſtant | 


Cauſe in any danger by fo weak an Aﬀaulr. If theſe be the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons he has co produce, he ſeems tobe as yer bug 
2 Novice in the Roman Sehool; and arriv'd/na higher 
young fry of Mifſoxerys whom the Fathers furniſh with fuck 
Queſtions as theſe co accolt ignorantipoople with'l ticre-is ng» 
thing in that Paper but what mote learned Clympions for the 
Church of Reme have more plauſibly zrg'd; and ou? Proteſianz 


it ſeem'd to me. a needicſs gxpenee of tims to repeat us An- 
ſwers ſo often given to thoſe Queſtions, beeauſe Me" was 
pleaſed to 25k them over'again. / And'I ſhould have been fil} 
of that mind, if Mr. X's Anſwer had: nor altet'd iny thoughts, 


Divines both at home and abroad” as (olidly refaxed. $9 thar. 


'Tis indeed judicious end clear enough wherever he deferidy 
 which'zre corh- 


the Church of Prg/and upon thoſe =_ 
mon to her with' other Reformed Churehes; but' where his' 
narrow affetion to-a Party has byaſt his jadgrnene, He has un- 
happily founded the juſtice of the Reformation on fuch prinei- 
ples as are'only calculated for the vindication of _ of 
England, and (what is much worſe) ſuck as caſt difingeniits' 
Refledtians upon-the reſt of the Reformed Churches, Tſhaff 
therefore intheſe Remarks ſyggeſt ſuchtru'y Catholic Principles? 


* as juſtify all the Reformed Churehes both as'ro their Reforman 
rion, and their claim tobe a true part of the Catholide Chyrch;- 


which, if I miſtake not, Mr. #"s as well as Mr. M's Paper wou'd 
exie'ude ſome of them fron; for the Nations of the one 23 well: 
2s the other tarn the Catholick Church into a SeR, and are ing: 
jurious to Chriſtian Charity in its due extent, tho nothoxh in” 
an gqual degree. And 1 undertake this the more willi=gly, © 
becauſe "ris raly Coarket oh price #inlds welt comin ths; «iD IF: 


road 


- 


than the. 
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| ons of Proteſtants, and diſpoſe them to as near an union in pra» '* 
Qtice as can be expeRted under the unavoidable differences of *® 
our Judgment about matters of leſs importance. And in pur 
ſuance of this deſign, I thall follow the order of Mr. X's An- 
ſwer, who puts D. M's Paper into all the method 'ris capable 
of, and only take notice: of thoſe: Anſwers wherein Mr. &'s WU 
either Judgment or Charity ſeems to fail him. | 
The 1ft,'Queſt: propoſed: by D. Ml. in his Preface is, 
What is meant by the, Catholiok Church ? 
Mr. #'s Anſwer is, *7is the whole body of. men profeſſing the 
Religion of Chriſt, arid living ynder . their lawful ſpiritual Gover- 
ris Pode fm ni gl ag anno hh i 
- There is nq, doubt he.integds;this:-for-the deſcription of the 
Catholick- Church here on earth, as'meaſured by a judgment 
of charity, and compriſing alb credible-profeſſors.of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Here are two charaQters to diſtinguiſh the 
Members of it, Profeſing the Religion of Chrif, and.Living un- 
der, lawful ſpiritua},Governors, LOVE « | 


-- L _ 


Now that which chiefly Jdiflike-inthis deſcription is, that 
this latter, mark, ofthe Gathohick Church | Living under lawful 
Spiritual Governors| gives us a Notion of - it not-only very obs 
ſenre, but.too narrow. - Nor does he find any ſuch mark aſſign'd: 
either. in that. Text he quotes, 4 Eph. 3, 4, 5. or in that paſſage 
he cites out of St. Angy/tin. And "tis ihe more neceſfary to in- 
{iſt on this, becauſe every Notion of the Catholick Church, 
which. is t00;narrow,.is-1o far {cþiſmatical; for it- cuts off 
thoſe.from their relation tothe Catholick -Church who are 
members of-it, and Mr. &. himſelf does afterwards. apply it to 
|. that ili purpoſe. 
TR That this Notion of the Catholick Church is too »arrow (on. 
is ſuppoſition Mr. X. mean no better than he ſpeaks) is hence evi-. 
deat, becauſe there are many who are true members of the Ca- 
tholick. Church who live under no Paſtors or ſpiritual Gover-. 
4 nors at al, nor indced have the 'opportunity to do ſo. What. 
does he think. of many Chriſtians that live. in ſome forreign 
Plantations where thcy are not furniſh'd with them. © Nai, to 
propolc an Inſtance much more conſiderable. What does pry 
—_ $1.4 
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-=xhink of all the Proteſtants: who are yet in France, and becauſe 


they will not change their Religion, are;confin'd; to.(Galleys; 
Prifons,or Convents2 Are all theſe, by the-baniſhment of their 
Miniſters; exc'uded from: the: Cattwlick -+Churck 2. Has the 
French King's Editt ſo malignant an:influence as to cur ;thenn 
off from the body of Chriſt, by 'depriving them of their law- 
ful Paſtors? If ſe,Popith Princes have a very formidable power, 
and Proteſtants may well dread their £4i&s-yupon a Spiritual 
as well as:7emporal account-more than all the Zhunders of the 
Vatican. > #) {#1 by ha# *8:!7 Won 
But | fear Mr. X. would ſcarce allow the Reformed Churches 
in France to be any part of the Catholick Church if they had 
their Paſtors again : if we compare this deſcription of it with 
other paſſages in his Anſwer. For this deſcription is very 96+ 


fſeure;, and, if I conjeure right, Mr. &'s Notion of lawful ſpis 


ritual Governors much more ar row, 


What does he mean by: Lawful Spiritual Governors ? Are 
they to be eſtimated ſuch by the Zaw of- the Land, or by the 
Laws of the Church, or by the Law of Chriſt ? 

Does he mean ſuch- ſpiritual Governors as are eſtabliſht -in 
every Nation by the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate 2 Ko, 
then the 4rrian Biſhops whea eſtabliſht by the Emperors of 
their opinion were the only lawful Paſtors, and all that part of 
the people that adher'd to their Orthodox Paſtors ceaſt to. be 
members of the Catholick Church. Then.the Pop; Clergy 
in France are the only lawful-Spiritral Governors, and the Proe 
teſtants there are no part of the Catholick Church; becauſe they 
ſeparate from them. And ſhou'd the Popiſh Clergy be eſtabliſht 
in theſe Kingdoms by Law, all that ſhou'd adhere to their Pro- 


7 -- teſtant Paſtors (even thoſe whom Mr. X. now thinks their og» 


ly lawſal ones) wou'd ceaſe. to be: members of the body. of 
Chriſt. So that the ſupreme Magiſtrate ' might make Paſtors 


{awful or unlawfal at his pleaſure, and make thoſe that are this 


month members of the Catholick Church/ceaſe:to:be fo the 
next. ' But this:is a Principle I wou'd hope fitter-for:Mr:Z#obbs 


than for Mr. X. to defend. | 


1s it therfthe Zaws of the a_ that-muſt determine who 
OE DE TS "UE 4 are 
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(4) | 
ave the Low? Paſtors ?' If this be his Notion of them (a5 his 
following Yiſcourſe wou'd-:indine one tothink); What Church 
does he mean, whoſe Laws maſt determine this great debate - 
'If the 2»+;verſal Church 7 know nenecan make Laws to ob- 
tige all 'the members of it but Chriſt himſelf, whom Mr. X. 4 
-grants to be the v:/y Head of it, p.55. And how ſbou'd we W\ 
know the ſenſe of the univerſal Church .in this matter, when 
_there-has been no Gexeral Conncil theſe many hundred years, 
_ nay when there never was any ſuch thing at all. The largeſt 

Comncils that Church-Hifſtory records, being ſummon'd by the 
Roman Em s, whoſe Maxzdares tou'd not reach the extra- 
Imperial Churches, What is this Church then whoſe Laws or 
Judgment muſt determine who are lawful Paſtors? Is it every 
Natiova] Church ? If fo, "tis a difficult matter to know what 
_ thatis. For unleſs Mr. &#:; wou'd give ſuch a ſchiſmatica} No- 
tion of it, as the Papiſts give of the Catholick Chureh, it muſt 
include ali rhe particular Chriſtiens and particular Societies of 
fch within the bounds of that Nation, who profefs the true 
Chriſtian Religion in all its eſſentials, (for all true Churches 
do not profeſs it in-equal purity). Such a National Church 
nt of divine Inſtitution; and is indeed only a-combination of 
Churches as united under one Civil Sovereign. . Its true No- 
tion lyes not in any combination purely Ecclefiaftical and In- 
trinfecal, | but Civil and Extrinſecal. As the true Nationa/ | 
Church of England (unleſs we will confine; the name to a Set 
or Party)denotes all the Churches in #ag/and as united under 
one Xing that has a- civil Supremacy over them. But what it 
inthe fame Nation there |be a- diviſion abont ſome difputable 
Bodrine as betwixt' Lutherans and Calvinifts in the dominions 
of ſeveral German Prixces, of about Church-Government and - 
modes of Worſhip,'@c. as in'theſe Nations ? What if the ſeve- 
ral particular Churebes according totheſe differences in their 
jdgrmeat fix under diflcrent Paſtors? Who. are the Church 
whoſe Laws muſt decide this debate abont lawful Paſtors ?: Is it 
Tach-an '$fſembly of the Clergy es our Convocation ? But what 
i-both: Parties have ſuch Af/emblys ? Is at that Party ade 
Clergy which the Civil Magilirate does eftablich and not the 


ouner, 


his pleaſure, and ſo make 
the Catholick Church, Nay, if this be true, then in France 


=- 
p ? « 
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; **" wither , then the Civil Magiſtrate may in Sermery make Jors 


the Latberans and Catvinifhs lawful Paſtors, and here Zorb the 
Conformiſts and the Nowconforniffs, nay and namake them at 
ir Churches a part or\no-part-of 


the general Aſſembly of the PopiſÞ Clergy muſt determine 
has lawful Paſtors, and were the Proteſtant Miniſtets 
there now, for the people to adhere to them wou'd not only be 
«lawful, but (what is worſe) fach a Siz as would cut them off 
from the Catholick Church. And does Mr. X. really think fo? 
What, wou'd they ceaſe to be the ſubjets of Chriſt becaule 
they prefer thoſe Paſtors who teach his DoQrine, apd adm 
niſter his Sacraments, and diſcipline according tothe Ru'es of 
the Goſpel, before thoſe who groſsly corrype them, and 5 
thoſe corruptions ? He muſt have a very -6dd wn Tar 
that can aſlent to ſo ſer/eleſs, not to ſay ſo wicked, an aſſertion - 
For this were no better than-to ſet up a point of meer human 
-Order in oppoſition to the intereſt of 7rath and Folineſs. I 
might here inſtance again in the Arriax Biſhops, who had not 
only the countenance of the Emperors, but got Imperial Coua- 
cils (call'd General, as that of Armini and Syrminm) on their 
{ide.; and according to this Principle, they were the only law- 
ful Paſtors, and thoſe that ſeparated trom them were no part 
of the Catholick Church. 

I know not how Mr #. will like theſe conſequences ; But he 
cannot avoid them, unleſs he will fay, That where there are in 
a Nation two divided parties of Chriſtians fixt under different 
Paſtors, thoſe are the only lawful Paſtors who are on the ſide of 
Truth in the Points controverted betwixt them, whether they 

have the Civil Magiftrates countenance or no. And if he ſay this, 
"will follow on the other hand, that in thoſe Popiſh Kingdoms 
where there are any Proteſtant Miniſters, they are the only 
lawful Paſtors, and the Popiſh Churches that live not under 
chem no part of the Catholick Church, Nay, in thoſe parts 
of Germany where there are Zutherans and Calvinifts, if the 
Cabviniffs be in the right, the Lutherans for ſeparating from 


Se Colvinzf Miniſters, forfeit all relation to the Catholick 
wats ' ; X* 1 | Church, Ds 4 


+. - moſt concerg'd in the dangerous conſequences of it.- 


(6) 
Church. And to add no more, if the Non-Conformi/ts be in the 
+right in the matters debated betwixt them and the Conformfts 
- about Church-Government,&c.they are the only lawful Paſtors, 
: and the'\Prelatical Churches no -part of the Catholick Church, 

Or laſtly, Muſt the Laws of Chri/t determine who are law- 
ful Paſtors > then thoſe are the only lawful ſpiritual Gover- 
.nors in his Charch whoſe Office he has inſtituted, who have all 
the Qualifications . requir'd, 1 Zim. 3. ch. x Tit. Who are or- 
'dain'd to their Office by tuch as he has entruſted the power 
of Ordijnation to, (where ſuch Ordinatien can be had )and who 
[have the conſent of that Flock they take the overfight of. Tf 
theſe be the laws of Chriſt (as it were caly to prove if that were 
, deny*d) then all Dioceſan Prelates mult be caſhier d fram the 
- Number of lawful Paſtors, unleſs they can prove their Office 
.anſtituted by Chriſt, and ſo muſt all the Parz/-Miniſters who 

want the Qualifications mention'd, x 7im. 3: or who are im- 
-Pos'd on the people without their conſent, nay, too often 

apainſt it. And it Mr, 4's Notion ot the Cathol:ck Church be 
true, then all the Churches that live under Dioceſan Prelates 
as their ſpiritual Governors, or ſuch unqualifi'd obtruded Pa- 
riſh-Miniſters, are no pert of the Cazhe/zckt Church. So that if 

_ he retra& not this new deſcription of the Catholick Church, 

"tis like to fall heavy on his own Party ; and becauſe I wou!d 
not be ſo uncharitable to the Church of Zrgland, as he is to 
the Churches of Diſſenters, I adviſe him the next time he un- 
dertakes to define the Catholick Church, to leave out this day- 
gerous mark of it. At leaſt he ought to apply this mark to 
the Papiſts as well as Diſſenters ; whereas among the Latin 
Queſtions; The 1 42h is, Whether that be a true Church which has 
not lawful Paſtors? And Mr.K.thus anſwers,It may be a true Church, 
witneſs the Church of Rome, which has had ſo many heretical, 
ſchiſmatical, ſrmoniacal ones, who were not all lawful Paſtors; But 
did there therefore ceaſe to be a Church at Rome? But I perceive 
this is a true ark when he would yent his ſpleen againſt the 

- Presbyrerian Churches at home and abroad, but a fa{/e or «x- 
certain one when it would unchurch the Papiſts. "The beſt © 
It is, if it be a true mark, the Papal and Dioceſan Churches are 
All 
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Church is which we profeſs to: believe.in the Creed ? | 
Anſw. We need go no farther for the reſoution of this Que- 
Nion, than the Text quoted by Mr. X. 4 £pb.3, 4 5- Only i 
mult premiſe, that the Catholick Church in-its true extent ir 
cludes the Church Triumphant as well as the Church Militant ; 
nay, all the Saints that 'have been, are, or ſhall be on earth 
to the end of the world ; ſee Mr. c laud's Reponſe au livre-de 
Mon: PEveſq; de Meaux, &c. p. 7, 8, 9, ©c. Bur if we ſpeak 
of the Cath olick Church as mylitant on carth, it muſt be- cons 
ſidered either as meaſured by the judgment of.God, which dif 
cerns the truth of things from all hypocritical diſguiſes, or as 
meaſur'd by the judgment of humane Charity. - As mealur'd by 
the judgment of God, *ris according to the fore-quorted Text, 
One body or ſociety animated by one holy Wpirit, having one hea» 
venly hope, ſulzefted to one Lord Jeſus, believing the ſame te» 
vealed Doftrine as to «llneceſſary Articles, and devoted by one 
Baptiſmal Covenant to one heavenly Father. This Body is call'd 
Inviſible, or Myſtical, from that internal Faith and Holineſs 
which are inviſible ; and 'tis alſo Y7i/i6/e by the external pro- 
ſeſſion of that true Faith and Holineſs. And this is that 
Church which we profeſs to believe in the Creed, in which 
alone we can expe to find the true Communion of Saints ; 


Ard to this Church alone all promiſes of ſaving B'eſlings are ..,,. 

made in the holy Scriptures. * But the Cathouck Church, as judgment 
meaſur'd by the judgment of haman Charity, comprizes all that */>* 
make a credible profeflioa of Chriftian Faith and ;Holineſs: ;, og 
For we are incapable to- diſtinguiſh the true and living mem: 2» 
bers of the Church from thoſe that only appear to be 10. And,;,1r. 
theretore the Cathoiick Church, as eſtimated by our charity, s: Aug; 
is more large and comprehenſive than the real Body of Chriſte re 
For. ypocrites are no. true members of . us, Body, tho,mixtizhue fore- 
with them in the ſame external Society by their external. Prop cited diſ- 
feſſion ; or .a5 St. John diſtinguiſhes, they are ampng them, 7"7* 

but-nct of them, 1 Joh. 2. v.19, They are but. lated, Ears, Claua 


dt the. true Wheaz; they are members of the Church Catholick#* 6-8 


—_ 


OOO —— 


© All therefore I ſhall addon this Head, is a-brief Anſwer to 
Mr, M's Queſtion, What that Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick 
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in appearance, not in reality. The Church Catho'idh, as 
far'd by our charitable judgment, is [ know commonly cail4 
the Chur lickeVifible,s.c. the Church Catholick,as elt+ 
ated by an external or viſible proteſſion. But I wou'd chooſe 
rather for avoiding confuſion, ts cail-it the Viſible Church Ca- 
tholick mixt : For the Church Catholick in the proper ſenſe, 
{as conſtituted of its living, or as the Schools ſpeak, its univo- 
cal members, real Saints) is alſo ifs, becauſe its members 
not only believe with the heart, but confeſs with the mouth to 
ſalvation, as-the Apoſtle Paul ſycaks,. Rom. 10. y. 1c. But theſe 


themſelves, but as mixt with a crowd of Hypoerites, who 
$0yn with them in the ſame external profeſſion of Chriſtianity; 
Nor are they exi&.y diſtinguithable from Hypocrites in our 
Judgmert, which cannot pierce into the hearts of men, and 
enly looks at the credibility -of their external profeſſion. If 
eherefore it be enquir'd, what is the true Catholick Church ? 
We muſt anſwer, All fincere Chriſtians, who are oxe body or 
fociety by their be'icf of, and ſubjeAion to Jeſus Chriſt their 
cominon Head and center of Unity. If it beenquir'd, whom 
ſhould we in; charity judge to be members of the Catholick 
Church, the Anſwer is obvious ; All that make a credible pro- 
teffion of that Faith and that ſubjeAion. IF it be asket further, 
what is a credible proteſſion ? *tis anſwer'd, A profeſſion nox 
contradicted by notorious ignorance of the efſſenrials of Chri- 
Rianity, by fundamental Errors, or by notorious wickedneſs. 
And hethar would prove any particular Church or Churches, 
that call themſelves Chriſtian, ro'be no parts-of the Catholick 
Church, muſt prove that they deny, or at leaſt do nct profes 
ome elfential Article of the Chriſtian Faith, or are notorinufly 
-Ungodly. (I add notoriouſly ungod'y, becauſe ſubjeftion to 
the laws of Chriſt is as neceſſary to our being the trac mem- 
iÞers of his Church, as belief of his DoQtrine ; and conſequently 
'a&redible profefſion of that ſubjeRion, as requiſite to our be- 
| - otipehteemedt ſuch). And therefore D. Af. has very little rea- 
| -- /Grto valoe himſelf upon this Queſtion : And the Church gf 
| -,. ., Rorit has fo little rentor to-arrogate 40 her (elf the Tithe of 


- 
- 
af 
—_— 
P "A » as 


. N 
7 = 
= 
” 
% $i 
Ll 
- 
7 
. 


real Saints do-not make up one d//tintt external ſociety by 
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be Church c atholick, that a 'man maſk Kale 
allow her to be a pert. of it;; hut; noe 
- to be any other than the moſt, corrupt hs 
For that Church has gone ſo-near Foe era Fl 
elſcntial/ truths; and laws: of. \Checiſtianit ns gang bt 
corruptions in. Do&rine, Worſhip and, Practice, if thy it 
be the beſt ſervice D;M.-can,do her, to; &emonſirate x 
that there is a credible, profetſion of ..C hrj lanity.left, 
thoſe, that praQiicaly,hold, all.the Degi 9ns, of 1] 
Trent, exgr. T9 reconcile tha 1 Do 'nF _ 
imperfel? Contrition.or Attritio Fs Jeet to.d: 
Abſolution in the Sacrament of Fn | 
cap. 4; with that neceſſary Doftrine 
pentance there is no Remiſſon of Sins. 
of the Church of Rowe: with, the - AD 


tas, well worthyof D. 4 Fans... wk 

live in the communion of the Chureti, of E 
principles of Chriſtianity, os EY, 

the poyſonous additions, of Popery, ; and 
that and other Councils a are I "Yradic 
their claim to be a part of the Church Catholic To Ne near To 
clear and indiſputable /25, that of -the, Refarmed e's 
whole Do&rine and Worſhip compar'd with the holy Scrip- 
tures, evidence them to be an incomparab'; y. founder part of it; 
tho even all, the Reformed Churches" are hu Favgl ja ld 
ſoundneſs ang purity. 

This Catholick Church wath! only ans.) f ajgertal 
Chriſt,-and is one Body: only ok the AFCOU pr, * 
and ſubjeQion to him, Nor, i re 3ny 
Head under. Chriſt to DE) the Way 
Catholick is Vegi ' whether Pop 

Colledge of, dont r, ca Tp 
Laws obligatory. tot EO hu 
to.it. 15.an uſurpation of 's LF 1 tt 
chiefly'on the account of zlig Wo ne .q 10yIng 
u{yrped power to dep#ave;the C/ NY b, and! ditto oy its { : 
TDs that'the Proteſtants Tayes call q\ the Pope EA 
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ji retorehts are” the'chicf"(iitegrating parts -of the 
Eartf6lik TFpebls of tit! hereas meafur'd by the 
TP AS t& any'6f theſe particular Churches 
062 they a"parr of 'the Carhvulick Church » 
/ 6 by the erediblity*6f their” Chriſtian Pro- 
jon be, Are they Churches'regalarly con- 
l 1 or or aniZ ? is in the reſofiribh of this Queit. We 
« whether they be'a foriery' of Chriſtians united 
F chore flch? Þ.uſtots 25 "Chriſt Has appoirited, for 
Hay al conn if'F Faith, Wor Hip! and holy lwing;; and 

0d iN wer Ih $regutar tnanirertfet over them. 


Find ch : OR Four ; Wy JF -zt#21 Governors: muſt 
come th. ' No rticula VR ve a lawful” Paſtor, 


1s not SE Hecg id, co Its beiop true Church, and con- 
nal 


erp ite of Carho'ick'Chwr eh (as Mr.-#. him- 
= ek res tHitotcd place, þ- 9. tho'how he 
kD es oncetfith with his "ſeri of? of the Ca. 
Nola Cope of 1/66, nor ofderfantt)+"Fis" only nceeflaty t6 
its, being a Church rey glfarly eohfintted,” And who afe Tuch 
the 4/ PIERS, there ca be vccafion fo dieuſs my anſwer” to 
t e p 417 BEE 

£6 ſt Queſt. is, Whether by the hich catholick be 
meant the Church of Z»g/and alone, or the Church' of £x22an 


in Me X69 with other C hurches . 2 
X. well re plys, The Chit ch-of England i is No mote the 


lick eur ch, .than the Bratgſh Seas arc the whote Oceay. 
But: "ao My to Lore 1 its bei a” pare. of 'the' Catholick 


C on. i, ſubiet a to Fagrle 'Bifhops: I ſiippoſe he 
<W ns Diocel (Ht $. "For it OM not; ceaſe'to be 2 part 
of he Doren, Chy Noh Ls It ſthowd difown Diocefan Ptclacy. 


r the ſc, he has theſe two diffictilt Pro- 
ns Wy Fry Jefus' riſt has inſtituted the 
Hoa Pr rt, ch : and f -cohdly; that 


FG jr Prela the. ab he of EMolck Unity, and' 
cellary to. our being mermbers of the! ca- 
haves. 


es ow if Mr. FX, will uridertake the defence: of 
theſe rwo! Propoſitions, he not only unchurches' ail the Res 


JILIICC 


Pak 


( to)) SY 


ww formed Churches that- want Dioceſan Pre 


(#1) 


\ but even the 
Catholick Church it ſelf for a Century or twoanleeſt; w\Fof- 
fer to evince; it Mri:X. p'eafe/to demand(it; "Ber miri@nion 
with other Churches, it nauſt be-andeeſtbod{ in the efſentials of 


Chriſtian Religion; for it eat: Acarce edit all rt the 
tegrals in this "Imparſett Pate, but mie Þ left "bn" wneteſſary 
mane additions to Chriſtianity : And. we muſt not \confound Av 
5 woes; |: 125 108 00 1811 397 08141 lo 41x 3fgut » 
. Thej third" Quelt/\ is} With 5whit (6Hick \Evel es obs 
Church of Br2/and eb iffiritihente3iry a8 Vitw! 
tor 
union iof - Chutatbs 084 aa | =. 
and had his charity tet Wide'e 15, He Hi IF Have 
added-alſo; the: Clomid cal PP2iB5Rar 108 Brd Jaebedts Yi 
4 RE Patt | T4 
ſame Sacraments: Art213d6hBt not: J 
Churches adminiſter them, as (25 200 LOR OAPI 
4th, Queſt. *Whether by: Ts 'Carh nee in me entorns 
Bl, ot ot all Proteflaits, fines they watt otitid fn 
CR 
one that 1ieryobvirus, and! a don) oe 
fin temper ch \tFus" 'Eatholick d" char 
(QT, eG OW 2 97 vi Send ne 


munion with ſubjettion ; the former may 'be'elue whers'#he litter 
. Mr/ well unfutrs, That !0lr;3p 11178 

united: wirth2a):6thet \Chrilbitiies? 

tution 'as any othes;'''f as 
. Before I. conſider Mr. A's RSA to' the On. Tao l fe 


"= 1 29019559: 


Fhikt zllehe Reforiniel thvirths! whole Ca Croton 
of Fairh"are exrarif; ( are A parts NE ide 
tho 'forne''of them iriay her: r6 af uiriepE- 
rupted: (Of Ctr Eh NT S nt Is 
know: got what thelf”"? T1 = 
chernſetves.! For 'f) all te 


chts conſtituted? d Yi} 
of x Fifth Mondrcby hb "th&* | 
nd code _ | £ FN f if \ tl *0- 
ent W1 atii [ \9NV40\ p 
6 _ D.M. askwhere'is the een nt te CinlE: 
tholick, 


4. 
e715 


? - e448 ©; : 


E, 
tholick, viz,,Z/aity among tuhe Epiſcopal, Presbyt. Tndep. and 
Anabapti Glmnghes in on 11 ich. 9 
.- Anlw. What; ity does he mean? If an Unity in tlte'efſen- 
tia's of Chriftign: Faith and HZglineſs, let him name me one of 
theſe Churches thar;denys any«eſſential Article of the Chriſtian 
Religion, 0r-0ge.Precept of. the "moral Law ; nay, or on: eſſen» 
tial part of Divine Worſhip,as Praiſe, Prayer, Preachtng; or one 
Sacrament iaſtituted-by Jeſus Chriſt. For tho the Anabaptiſts 
deny the Baptiziog of Intants, yet they do not deny Baptiſm it 
{ef ;.and however 1.may judge them miſtaken in that point, I 
fthould, think hun,mers;dangerouſly miſtaken that thould on 
the account - of, their\Exrar .4n;ſo-intricate.a controverſy con- 
demn.them as,no'part of the;Catholick Church. I will not pa» 
tronize all the-irregularities that; may, be objected in ſome of 
theſe Churches, but my charity does oblige me to.add, that they 
7X {uch as invalidate the:credibility of; their;Chri/ftzan Pros 
fe 


( 12, ) 


ox, nor the thouſangth, part ſo';groſs as the- corruptions. of 
HI Greek and Roman Churches. 2 (i101 | 

_ Or does Mr. M,:megn.by Catholick Unity, an Zn:ty in an 
humang..univerſal Head: of. the, Church, as Pope or Council? 
1 on nins than an. 7»ity 4n owning a groſs Uſurper 
that invades the Prerogatives of our blefſed Lord, the on'y 
Head of his Church, that, claims an-univerſal power -over his 
Churcb, without any.commiſſion from him. Or does he mean, 
an Unity in all the Errors, Idolatry, Superſtition, and corrupt 
pratices that have by degrees crept into the Church, and over- 
runany.conſderable parrot t2T hopethe;will not make this the 
wark of the Catholick Church's Unity, no. more-than he wou'd 
make mens diſeaſes a mark of their,anity. in the humane natare. 
This is an, Unity to be avoided, not; courted or deſir'd. Or 
does he mean: gn 7/yiry, in humgue apneceſſary Canons that (ball 
redice alc ciſt ans $0 an urhbormity -in; the external : 
Hh | igjon} This j an; Laity, never to be effeRed, but , 
| 4 en .ndgments to arr es 

FRo1 er,  toreing them to comply with what their 
judgr ODER, Thie formr i. a impoſlible, cones ? 
fdexiog the differcnt. degrees of our knowledge 1n this unpet! 


" (13) 
fect ſateron eartlr ; and one might as wiſely attempt to.bring 
all Nations to affect the ſame civi: cuſtoms,ceremonics, or garb. 
The Jatrer is a lording it over God s heritage, and exerci ng..a 
dominion over the Faith of Chriſtians in the higeſt degreeqwhich 
the Apoſtles themſelves diſclaim and forbid, 2 Cor, 1.24.. 2 Pets 
5- 3. An uniformity in humane rites is no upity, predcrib'd in 
the word of God ; and conſequently not neceſſary to the con» 
ſitution of the Catholick Church. The laws of Chriſt, which 
alone are obligatory to the Catiolick Church, have made ſuf- 
ficient proviſion for its Unity as far as 'tis attainable on: earth; 
(for-perfeC& Unity is the effect of the perfect light and. love of 
Heaven). And for any ſingle perſon, or colle&ive body;of 
Paſtors to preſcribe other terms of Unity to the Catholick 
Church than Chriſt has done, is not only an uſurpation of his 
legiflative power, but one of the moſt effeRual methods that 
Hell has found out to raife Schiſms and Divifions in it, and 
theteby to deſtroy Chriſtian love. And he that knows ng 
how fatal an Engine the needlefs ard corru t impoſitions, £ 
ambitious Prelates and their Councils have been aboye Il 
1200 years to deprave and tear the Chriſtian Church, . under 
pretence of reducing it to an impoſſible Untformity, 15 either a 
ſtranger to Church-Hiftory, or has too deep a tinFure of.that 
wretched pride and ignorance that has animated imperious 
Patriarchs and Popes. 650 EE Hes 
I proceed now to conſider Mr. A”s Anſwer to-D. M's Queſt. 
which I ſhall tfaoſcribe at large. , "06M 
Neither are all Proteſtants Catholick Members of the Chatch, 
nor they only. Thoſe among Proteſtants. that, embrace the Cathoy 
lick Faith, and make no ſeparation from their lawful Gover;ors, 


, and that live in Unity of Faith and Charity with their nei 
» Pour Churches, are catholick members; and have that wnity which 
| is efſential to the catholick churth. But theſe are not to be con» 
{ founded" with Presbyterians, Tnde endents, Anabaptilts, Fiſthe 
| monarchy men, Quakers, We. fince theſe have ſeparated themſetves 
| frem"their lawfut Governors, as much as My: M. Vinelf; though 
{ their crime be leſs than his; as be is leſs guilty That makes a res 
&&1ton, than he who joyns with a Forreigner to exſlave his coun- 


w _—_—— 
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©""F-did not expet a man of Mr. &#'s abilities cou'd have be- 
traid {6 rfnich' 32»oraxce or wncharitablcneſs, or both, in anſwer- 
ing'fo eafy'a Queſtion.” If the Dzſexters be guilty of Sehuſm, 
Tam fire *ris tot half fo groſs and palpab'e as what this one 
Patagriph contains, nor fo oppoſite to true chriſttan love. | 

": Ir. XF; who charges D. M: for talking of things without 
dearing them, would do well to take his own advice. * Tis 
haird'to imagine what'he means by. Catholick member's of the 
Church.” Does he mean the fame by it, as members of the cas 


Yholiek church, or no? _ __ | 


it he'do not, what ſignifics his Anſwer to D. M's Queſtion, 
of Proteſtants 'who want her eſſential mark, ViZ. Unity 2 Nay, 
why does he aſl:rt thoſe Proteſtants o»ly, whom he here des 
ſcribes to have that Unity which is e/etia/ to the Catholick 
Church ? For pone can. be members of the Catholick Church, 
| bit Tuch as ate nid with. their fellow members in thoſe 
Gin: whielM eſertiaZy conflitute them ove Church or Body, 

2.1 olick members of the Church is.no very proper expreſſion, 
"Tis like zoral parts, and can have. no, tolerable ſenſe diſtin 
from that plainer expreſſion, Members of the catholick church. 
If Mr. X. make any diſtin&tion. betwixt theſe two phraſes, it 
muſt be founded on the ſuppoſition of ſome vicarious Head of 
nity, to the Catholick Church, which we condemn the Church 
of Rome for ſettitig up, and r. X, himſelf. fee 's to difown, 
4.55: Not wou'd that Zypotheffs it fell juſtify the diſtinRion; 


: 


*cauſe if Chriſt have made any. Vicarious Head or center of 
Unity to. the Catholick Church, we coti'd not be united to him 
as his members without union with that Vicarious Head. So 
that to be Catholick .members of the Church, and members 
of the Catholick Church, are the ſame thing, © 

| . And if Mr; &. ule that expreſſion inthis ſenſe, let us confider 
alittle the deſcri een he te gf thoſe who are .Catholick 


LY 
—— 
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members of ſhe ureh.  'Here are three charaCters to know 

woe $214 \ 14 L ”, £4» xs TEHEAIFISYLD MS IN? "In Ng, > 

them by. Their embracing the catholick, Faith, their making yo 

[eparation from. their lawful Governors, thkir Irving in charirv 
weth their neighbour churches: = 65.8 


—_—— — 
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which was, IPhether the church catholick contain all the variety - 
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The firſt is, Pmbracing the Catholick' Faith Gind he ſhou'd 
have aded, # rof* fg catholic k holimsſs of 1 ife); 'For-this'thas 
riQer 'is undenia le; and 1 hope Mr. X. Hy nok exelagde 'any 
of the forementi»n<d Proteſtant Churches from being "Cathd- 
Iick members of the Church on'this ſcore, © 2 2757 1149 

1 he rwo latter Mr. X. himſelf wil-find! too'dangerous and 
too ſchitmatical to own upon ſecond thoughts. 

For from the third, viz. thving, in vhareny with their neigh- 
tour churches, I infer ; ba 

rf: That this charadter does exclude 2'l the P apifte from 
being catholick members of theChiireh ;-for they Ie! fo far 


- from living in charity 'with thetr neighbour! Chitches + Gere 


their 7ren?-creed does aflert '1rs?Articles ro be that"catholick 
Faith without which no nan caifbe- ſaved” and conſequently 
damns allthe Churehes'ih the woxld * aſides their own 

2. On ſuppoſri ths Retorimd Churehts abroad which 
have-not Dioceſan Biſhops; be true C hirches2this character exs 
cludesall thoſe of thi © hire bf Prglard from being catholick 
memvers'of the Chairchgtwho as; *Wibh Ur. DodwelP unchurch 
all thoſe Reformed Churches: that want Prelatical Orditnrion. 
For'to unchureh them, is not' ts live-in charity with them: \© 

[f the Churches of 'the Presbyr.:and Indep. here be true 

Churches, (as I ſhall in this Paper evince they are), then Mr.F. 
and all that are'of his mind, are no earhofck members of 'the 
Church, becauſe they live not in eharity With their neighbour 
Churches, (And { hope there is'not Theefs charity duc to 
them for being of the ſame countrey or Na!i5n) : for My. #. 
makes ſubjeRion to lawtul Paſtors» matk-of the members of 
the catholick Church, y. 4. ang declares the Presbyt We: de-- 
ſtitute of that mark, p. 6.' And'eo: eſequently denys them' to be 
members of the catl:;olick' church; whieh 1s the higheſt breach 
of charity imaginable. ' And” what #-the'Pregbyt, Thow @ tfear 
Mr." according to his owtr principle) '2d deelare hit ns 
tholick . member, \becaufe he lives not 'ifl charity with-them 
They would but uſe his 6wh' Wea poris 'agair toeelÞ 
$owever they have beer iNeprointed) Hef 3 re'not i 
ſchiſmarical humour as ſorhe are, who have "Ng matle #1614 
outcry againlt Schiim, 4, Nay,. 


(16 ) 
:26« Nay, if this character be true, then in all thofe conters 
-Tiens that have huppen'd in.the Church where the contending 
Parties have Leen 10 uncharitable as to excommunicate one 
_ another” tho ſom times atout meer rifles; the one Party or 
both have ccaft to be catholck members of the church. And 
:fo when Pope Yittor EXCOmImun cared the Ea/tern churches for 
not keeping Eaſter on the ſame day with him, He and all that 
.joyn'd. with him ceaſt to be catholick members ot the church. 
And if to be catholick members of the Church, and members. 0 

the catholick Charch be che ſame , what a valt part of the chri- 
ſtian worid has been unchurch'd in every age by the unchari 

table cerſures of. proud contentious Prelates | 

[ ſuppoſe Mr. &. never ' conſidered thele' conſequences, or 
elſe he wou'd never have made living in charity with - neigh- 
bour Churches a neceſlary mark of 4he catholick members of 
the Church. As /it-the legstimarte children of the fame Father 
Might not in an angry, mood call one anobher Ba/tards, or the 
ſutzeRs of the ſame King in a pieviſh; humour nickname their 
fellow ſubjets Rebels, without any juſt- cauſe. I'am ſure, the 
Presbyterian Charches both at home and abroad are the leaſt 
concern'd in this charaQer; for they have never unchurcht the 
Prelatical Churches, even when they have met with the moft 
harſh and unreaſonable treatment from them. 

But Mr. &. has given us another character to diſtinguiſh the 
Catholick members of the-Charch bv, which he imagines will 
exclude all the Presbyterians, Independents, ©c, from that num- 
ber, v:z. fo. br 

That they are ſuch as make no ſeparation from their lawful 
Governors, 

All this is founded on his ſchiſmatical mark of the catho'ick 
Church, viz. That its members live under their lawſul ſpiritual 
Governors, Here therefore all thoſe diflicu/ties occur about the 
meaning, of lawful ſpiritual Governors which were-propos'd, 
P: 3, 4 5. 6, 7. And which ſenſe fouever Mr. #. chooſes, be will 
find it does oblige. him-to unchurch. a great part of the Catho- 


the laws of Chriſt muſt determine the deb2r- > will give the 


{£ vu. 4 


lick Church, 7. e.to be a ſchi/matick ot the worſt ſort, And 


(47) | 

Diſſenters ſuch an Argument againſt Prelatical Churches be- 
ing members of the Catholick, as he will never be able to an- 
ſwer: And Mr. Baxter's Treatiſe, which proves the wnlawfub 
neſs of Dioceſan Prelacy, has, according to Mr. X. done what 
that charitable man never intended, unchurcht all our Diocefan 
Churches,and caſhierd them from being any part of the Church- 
Catholick. 

There is no doubt but unjuſt ſeparation from any lawful ſpi- 
ritual Governors is a ſinful practice : And particular Churches 
gather'd by ſuch a ſinful ſeparation, are not gather'd in a re- 

ular way. And therefore an unjuſt violation of due Order, is 
all that Mr. FX. can juſtly pretend to charge the Presbyterians 
and /ndependents with, and perhaps will find it a more difficult 
task than he imagines, to make good that charge. 

And therefore to clear this matter, let me premiſe ; Partia 
cular Churches are the chiet integrating parts of the Church- 
Catholick. Theſe Churches confiſt of one or more Paſtors, and 
a Chriſtian Flock aſſociated -under his or their overſight fcr 
perſonal communion in Faith, Worſhip, and holy living, Theſe 
Churches are obliged by the very diQtates of the light of na- 
ture, and general rules of the holy Scripture, to endeavour the 
preſervation of all neceſſary Unity, by the amicable conſultatie 
ons of their aſſociated Paſtors. "The judgment of ſuch afſoci- 
ated Paſtors ſhould be ſubmitted to by the people under their 
care, when 'tis not repugnant to the Word of God, and con- 
trary to the intereſt of Religion. But the people do not owe 
them a 41ind obedience, nor have ſuch Paſtors any power but 
for edification. Mach leſs can ſuch Biſhops pretend toan higher 
power, whoſe very Office Chriſt never inſtituted, whoſe pre- 
tended relation to their Dioceſs is not founded on the peoples 


*onfſent to it ; and if ſuch Biſhops ſhould claim the ſole power 


of Church-Government in a Nation, and: exerciſe it againſt the 
will of Chriſt to the notorious detriment of ſou's, (as by unjuſt 
filencing of faithful Paſtors when their labours are high'y con- 
ducive to the Churches good, by impoſing on the people ſinful 
capditions of Church-communion, by obtruding unqualifid 
Paſtors on the people againſt Np Pa Oc.) To ſir 
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them, | jul y.. Thug. people, parate Ie the Pariiih Mina 
ilers,, ial tis.06t by, cl 0W/BINg, tow, 25, 10 109 M8 nifters, bi 
by rebut g to receive them as: 7/eirs, Uectuſe tl Oc 
they have” 2 right to chooſe a Phyſician for their 'Sou's 
as, well as [oi tliczr B 0diCs.3 and LIreOre think NO! 

DUUNG tO ACP E{ce. in the Patrons or Bijnops CLLOICE, WHEN Con- 
ary totheir own edifieation ; Elpecia! 1 Y When there or6 terms 
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a No 77Ac Cluirches, but as prelerring the orgina: 
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(20) 
more irvohatary, and in doubtful caſes often incurable. And 
"tis more pits" to. Chriſtian Love to excommunicate thous 
'fands of fincere Chriſtians, than *tis to preter thoſe Churches 
which we upon the beſt eaquiry judge more pure before thoſe 
that ſeem more corrupt without unchurching them ; even tho 
in ſo doing we ſhould be guilty of ſome breach of the Chur- 
ches peace, by v.olating a teleralle humane order: So that 
all Mr. X. wiil gain by exc'uding Diſſenters from the Catholick 
Church on the account of their Schiſm, will be, That by the 
ſame reaſon, our Convocation were no Catholick members ot it ; 
and if fo, I am ſure they are no lawful Governors in &. 

For what 1 have here aſſerted, that the Convocation have cxs 
communicated thouſands of fincere Chriſtians, and that zp/o "ot 
&o, I appeal to their Cavors, and to the conſciences of any that 
perule _ and know the Nonconformi/ts 1n theſe Kingdoms, 
few whereof are not by fome of theſe-Canons iþ/o fao excom- 
mMunicated. See Mr. Baxzer's . Engliſh Schiſmatick detefted, 
who from p. 42. to the 502h. recites the particular Canons. 

"Nay, if all that are guilty of equal Schiſm with that of the 
Diſſenters (ſuppoſing them guilty) be no Catholick members of 
the Church, I fear there are few ſuch in the World. Sure the 
Schiſm of the Papiſts is of a more monſtrous nature, who un- 
church a'l the Churches on earth beſides themſelves. And the 
Greeks pay them in the ſame coyn. And if other of the Ez- 
fers Churches do not unchurch one another, they have loſt 
their old wont. What dreadſul work Counci's have made in 
bereticating and wnchurching one another upon very unjuſtifi- 
able grounds, fil's up both pages in Churc h- Hiftory. And as 
fuch were more heinous Schiſmaticks than thoſe that are guilty 
only of paſſive ſeparation, (i, e. ſeparation occaſion'd by mens 
ſcrupling the lawtfulnefs of ſome humane Canons) ; ſo according 
co this notion,they were no Catholick members of the Church : 
And at this ſenſeleſs rate we may ſoon reduce the Catholick 
Church to a ſinall compaſs. And what would become even. 
of the Chriſtian World, if the compaſiions of our bleſſed Lord 
were 8s narrow as. the charity of ſuch cenſorious Chriſtia 
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( 21) 
The 24. ze. I wou'd propoſe to Mr. X. is, 
Upon what grounds does he aſſert that the Presbyterians, Ins 
dependents, &c. have made a ſeparation from their lawful ſpirt- 
tual Governors ? | 

1 his Queſt. relates to the regular conſtitution of their Chur- 
ches ; Who then are the _ Paſtors of theſe Presbyterians, 
Gc. from whom they have ſeparated 2 Does he mean the B+ 
ſhops, or the Pariſh- Miniſters ? 

f the Biſhops, they muſt be conſider'd either as the Xing's 
Officers, to execute that civil power which he has circa ſacra ; 
And ſo the Presbyterians ſubmit to them, and ſeparate not 
from chem ; Or they muſt be conſider'd as Chrifts Offcers, to 
excrciſc that ſpiritual power which his Charter gives ; and as 
ſuch, the Presbyterian: are very ready to ſubmit to rhem, when 
they have prov'd the 4/vine Right of their Office: Or they muſt 
be confider'd as the Churches Officers ; and if lo, 'tis requiſie,that 
Church ſhould obey them, who aſſign them their Office, or 
- conſent to be their ſutzeAs ; not thoſe who account their Of- 
fice a ſinful uſurpation, and are the more unwil.ing to become 
their SubjeRs, becauſe they cannot be ſo without complying 
with ſinful Impoſitions, and even approving their uturpation: 
And that any Church may lawfully conſtitute new Officers 
whom Chriſt never appointed, ana ſu-je@ his undoubted Ot» 
ficers to their Authority, eſpecially ſuch as Dioceſan Prelates, 
who by engroſling the power of the Keys, render churche 
diſcipline impraQticable, is a- propoſition Mr. X. will hardly 

rove. 
: If the Pariſh= Miniſters be the lawful Governors they ſeparate 
from, I wou'd willingly know how they come to be the /aws 
ful Governors or Paſtors to thoſe that conſent not to their Pas 
»Noral relation, and have ſufficient reaſons why they do-not ? 
Will Mr. X. ſay, that all perſons ought to commit the conduct. 
of their Souls to that Miniſter whom. the Biſbops or Patron 
chooſes 2 and that 'tis ſinful ſeparation not to-do ſo?. I wou'd 
then enquire ; What does he think of thoſe Pariſhes that are fo. 
large, that ſcarce the tenth part of the people can enjoy the la+- 
tdurs of the Pari/b-Mimiſters, as. Stepney,. Giles, Martins, and. 
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( 24) 
to command it ſhall be otherwiſe. And I do appeal to any um- 
partial judg, w herher the Convocation or the Presbyterians have 
better ovierv'd this greac Rule that concerns the Churches 
PEACE ; But, 

2 No Law of God enjoyns us to do any thing ſinful for the 
Churches peace. 

But tor the Paſtors of the pres:ytcrian churches to deſert 
their miniſterial Office when never juſtly torbidden, and when 
their labours were highly conducive to the Intereſt of Religion 
and the Salvation ot ſfou!s, were /fu!. Methinks thoſe Men 
that are ſo zealous 'to exclaim againſt all alienation of church- 
lands and utenſils as Sacriledg and a very horrid fin, ſhou'd fee 
ſomthing equally hainous it not more ſo, in mens alienating 
thoſe excellent gifts God has endued them with for the Churches 
Edification, when never juſtly forbidden the exerciſe of that 
Minittery to which they are devoted. They who are juſtly 
ca)l'd to that office by mer, are cali'd by Chri/t, and are bound 
to be true and faithful to him. And wherethere is a true ne- 
cefliry of their labours, they may anſwer their unjuſt ſilencers, 
as Peter & John did; Atts 4.19 Whether it be right in the fight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unts God, judg ye.Timothy,who 
was ordain'd by men, yet has that ſolemn charge given him, 2 
Tim. 4.1,2.that is ſufficient to deter Miniſters from denying their 
Lord the ſervice they have vow'd him, to pleaſe the unjuſt will 
of men. I know but one caſe that will excuſe a Miniſter un- 
juſtly filenc'd in torbearing the exerciſe of his Miniſtry, v2. 
when there is no neceſſity of his labours; and the exerciſe of 
his Miniſlry would by violating publick order do more hurt 
than good in his preſent circumſtances. But *tis too evident, 
this was not the caſe of thoſe 2000 Miniſters ſiienc'd by the 
AA of Unifermity. To that purpoſe, let the conſequences of 
their continuing or forbearing their Miniſtry be compar'd. What 
was the inconvenience of their Preaching more than this, that 
& point of humane order was violated ; ſome needleſs impoſi. 
tions (to ſpeak the mildeſt) not comply'd with, (which were 
deſfignd to promote an impraQticable uniformity, but wer 
more likely tro prove cngines of corrupting and dividing the 
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( 25 ) 
Church); and the unjuſt will of the Silencers difobey'd. What 
was the adyantage of their continuing their Miniſtry 2 It may 
be juſtly ſaid to the honour of God, that many thouſands of 
ignorant ſouls have been inſtruted in the truths of the Gof 
pel, and by true converſion or repentance added to the rum- 
ber of Chriſt's myſtical body ; the honour of Chriſtianity as 
Leen promoted by the purity of their ſocieties through the 
faithful exerciſe of Church-diſciplice ; the ſcrious practice of 
Religion has been more effeftually maintaind in a profane and 
debauched age ; And ( what I wou'd chiefly recommend to 
your conſideration) a vaſt number of fouls have enjuy'd the ſu- 
table and ſuccesful means of their Edification and Salvation, 
who cither through the irregularity of Pariſh-bounds , or 
through their own ſcruples abour the terms of Parith-commu- 
nion, muſt elſe have wanted them s or through the ill provifien 
of Pariſh- Miniſters muſt have ſat under ſuch Paſtors as no man 
concern'd for his own «ternal happineſs ſhould be ſatisfied wirh 
where he may have better. For the truth of theſe things, the 
ſilenced Miniiters may freely appeal to thoſe that know them, 
and have any ſerious ſenſe of theſe matters. But they will nor 
much regard the judgment of thole who think there is no need 
of any other converſion than from the external profeſſion of a 
falſe Relipion to the profeſſion of a true ; And no Regenera- 
tion but extercial Baptiſm, who account all ſufficiently qualified 
to take 4 paſtoral charge of ſouls who have got into holy Or- 
ders; and think the people bound in complaifance to the Pa- 
tron, or the Biſhop to acqui:ſce in their chotce, tho it deprive 
them of the moſt probab!e means of their ſalvation, and oblige 
them to ſit under thoſe as their Paſtors, from whoſe labours 
little ſucceſs can be rationally expefted. But for ſuch as under- 


o ſtand the real neceſſities and value of ſouls ; and know how 


much the ſucceſs of Miniſters does ordinarily depend on their 

moral aptitude and abilities for that ſacred Office ; and have 

learnt to prefer the Edification and Salvation of Souls before 

external order, when inconſiſtent with it : Let them judge, 

whether the forefaid Miniſters had not ſinned, nad they in theſe 
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( 26 ) 
choſe thatneeded, and earneſtly crav'd it? z. e. Whether it were 
better that in our large Pariſh-Churches thouſa::ds ſhould live 


without any publick worſhip of God, or means of ſalvation. 


Or th»t al! who ſcruple the impoſed contition+ of lay-com- 
munion ſhou'd live without Paſtors till they can chanpe ti:cir 
judgmen: ; Or that the people in a vaſt number of Pariſhes 
thould live under ſuch as their Paſtors as no ſcrious Chriſtian 
would commit the conduct of his foul to, where he may have 
better ; Or that irreligion ſhould prevail through the total negs 
le& of Church-Diſcipline: In a word, whether it were better 
all the ſou!s whom the Nonconformiſt's Miniſtry has been the 
Inſtrument within theſe 25 years to enlighten, ſanify, and 
prepare for Heaven, had never enjoy'd their labours, than the 
external order of Pariſh-bounds ſhould be violated, and the 
ſuſpected impoſitions (of things own'd by the Impoſers ſor 
indiflerent) diſobey'd 2 ; 

Now if it were ſinful for the filenc'd Miniſters to deſert their 
office in ſuch circumſtances, becauſe of an unjuſt prohibition ; 
then no law of God that concerns the Churches peace, docs oz 
lige them-to it, And that they were unjuſtly prohibited the 
excrciſe of their office, belongs to the next Head. 

2. The foreſaid Min:ſters do in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry 
violate no juſt. law of man. 

The humane Law which they violate, enjoyrs ſuch condi- 
tions of their office as theſe among others. 

r. A Declaration of unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to all things 
contained in and preſcribed by the Book entituled the Book of 
CommonsPrayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and other 
Rites and Ceremonies, Oc. and in the form and manner of mas 
king, Ordaining, and Conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 
ONS: 

2: The Oxford Oath, or ſwearing never to endeavour any al- 
eration of the preſent Church:Government. 

2. Reordination as to thoſe that had not Prelatical Ordina« 
tron. 

4: The Oath of Canonical Obedience, Gc. 

. Now if theſe conditions of the Miniſtry be ſinful, I would 


gladly 
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g'adly-know whether any humane ſaw be juſt, that forbids the 
Miniſters of our Lord Jeſus to preach his Goſpel, unleſs they 
will comply with ſinful terms, or that makes frxaning: the con- 
dition of the exerciſe of ti:eir Miniſtry ? I hope none will pre- 
ſime to ſay thar which ſets up the authoruy-of Mar againſt 
God's, I wou'd therefore enquire further, Ought all to forbear 
the exerciſe of their Miniſtry who are forbidden by an unjuſt hi- 
mane Law ? it 9, why did not Chriſtian Paſtors forbear it uns 
der Pagan Emperors. or the Orthodox under the Arrian, or Re 
formed Paſtors under Es a Princes, where the law forbids 
them ? Or will Vr. #. fay, all theſe ought to have forborn and 
deſerted their office. What / has God left it at the will of men 
whether he thali be pub'ickly worſhipr, whether his Goſpel 
ſhall be preach'd, wh-iuer the Office he has call'd men to ſhall 
be diſcharg'd, whether ſouls ſhall enjoy the ſutable means of 
their Salvation, or the number of Miniſters thall te propors 
tionable to the real necellity of ſouls ? Has he given men any 
power againſt his own intereſt, or to promote the damnation 
of ſouls by impoſing ſuch terms of the Miniſtry as Chriſt's own 
1aws forbid his Miniſters to obey 2 If all ought notto forbear 
their Miniſtry who are forbidden by an unjuſt Law, What is 
there in the caſe of the filenc'd Miniſters that (hld oblige them 
to it > I know nothing can be imagin'd but this, That obedi- 
ence to that Law, tho unjuſt, would 1n their circumſtances tend 
more to the good of the Church and ſou's, than all their mini- 
ſterial labours. And if any can make this good, I doubt not 
but they will forbear. For proof of the contrary, ſee ps 27, 28. 
under the former Head. TH 

All the Queſt. therefore will. be:concerning the conditions 

* of the Miniſtry, that by the foreſaid Law. were impos'd upon 
0 them, i ; | by FM 

For the /i/ mentioned, the Declaration of 4ſſtnt and Con« 

ent, SC. 1: | evi ot Tu art | | 

# Are there not-many thouſands:!of fincere and upright Chr's 

ſtians in thete Kingdoms, who. do really judge tneelng ar tie 

acrament unlawſul, becaute- they account it a ſymbo izing 

with the Church of Rowe in a ceremony abus'd to Idolatrv 2 


E 2 who 
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who judge the Croſs in Baptiſm unlawful, becauſe 'tis a new 
Zeſſera or ſyn-bol of our Chriſtian Froteſſion of humane Inſtitue 
tion, to which thoſe very duties and bleſfin;;s of the Goſpel are 
annext, which our Lord has annext to Baprifm, eſpecially when 
the words of the Canon are, | To dedicate them by that badge 
(the fign of the Croſs) to the ſervice of Chriſt, whoſe benefits bre 
KHow d on th-m in Baptiſm the name of the Croſs does repreſent}? 
Or, who ſcruple the uſe of Spon/ers in Baptiſm, to undertake 
that work which is the Parenrs duty, and not theirs, uniels the 
Parent be incapable ; and the more, becauſe the 29/h Canon of 
the Church ia tt: | No Parent ſhall be urged to be preſent, nor be 
admitted to anjwer as Godfather for his own chila]? He that 
knows not, there are many thouſands who judge iheſe things 
unlawful, and yet are perſons as eminent for their piety as 
thoſe that are otherwi e minded, is either a ſtranger to theſe 
Nations, or has very little charity left. Whether theſe perſons 
be miſtaken in theſe ſcrupies or no, I do not now diſpute, nor 
is it neceſſary to my Argument to ſuppoſe them in the right ; 
But I wou'd hope it will be granted me, that their credible pro 
feſſion of Religion gives them a right to all the ſeals of the Co- 
venant ; and that 'tis not lawful to debar them from the Lords: 
Suprer, or their children from Baptiſm on the account of theſe 
ſcruples. To fay otherwiſe, were to make it lawful for the 
Miniſters of Chriſt to reje# thoſe whom they have all imagis 
nable reaſon to be'ieve that their Lord recezves, nay, whom he 
has commanded them to receive, Rom. 14; tz. Whereas to res 
je ſuch, is a heinous degree of. Schiſm, and oppoſite to the 
great law of Charity and Chriſtian forbearance, which Paſtors 
as well as people are concerned in. *Tis the very fin Dzotrephes 
1s charg'd with, 3 Fp. Joh. v..10. | 
Now if it be un/awful to deprive {ch of external Churches 
priviledges as in the judgment'of rational Charity have a'right 
to them, then *tis unlawful to proteſs our Afſenr and Conſent to 
a Book. which obliges us to this) Uncharitable-and Sehifmatical 
practice; For the Book obliges us to adminiſter the Sacraments 
only in the manner there preſcribed, and by the Canons of the 
Church thoſe Mimiſters.incur the danger of Super fron that do 
| | otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe. So that we cannot be Miniſters without approving 
th:ſe Schiſmatical Cenditions of Church-Communion, and 
perhaps excluding the moſt ſober part of a Parith on the ac- 
count of them. Whereas Chriſtian Love forbids us to Exclude 
ſuch, and muca more forbids us to Aſſent and Conſent to their 
Exclufror. 

For the 2d, Cond:tion of the Miniſtry, That Clauſe in the Ox- 
ford Oath wherein we mu{ ſwear never to endeavour any Altera- 
tion of Government in the Church. 

Do's Mr. #. think there are no Corruptions in the Govern- 
ment of the Church, which if aiter'd and reform'd wou'd great- 
ly conduce to the advancement of real Rel1zion? 's the exerciſe 
of Church-Government by a Lay-C hancelior and the manner of. 
their proceſs in the Spiritual Coxrts, no corruption that needs 
amendment ? What when ſo ſolemn a thing as the ( entures of 
the Church is manag'd more like a defgn to corre mens pur. 
ſes then either the Errors of their Judgment or ditorders of 
their Practice, and as Dr. Burner in the lite of Biſhop Bedel 
complains, That Excommanication had loft all its force as a Spi- 
ritual Cenſure and was dreaded only on the account of the effefts 
it produc't in Law, And theſe matters are not ſince chang'd 
for the better. [s that Diſcipline by which every particular 
Church ſh-u'd be 4s much as poſliþle preſerv*d from the infe« 
Aion and ſcandal of notoriouſly wicked members, poſſible to 
be exerciſed by a _ or his LaysChancelor for a whole Dis 
oceſs containing 3 or 4 hundred or perhaps as many more parti- 
cular Churches ? For Inſtance, Is the Biſhop of Lincalz whoſe 
Diacefs contains in it 1000 or 1100 Pariſh-Churches capab'e 
to call all the ſcandoious ſinners witiin that vaſt Precin& to 
Repenrance, to examine the crimes a'ledg'd againſt them, uſe. 
all the ad nonitions and reproofs- that tend to reclaim them 
and after de evidence of their impenitency caſt them our of 
Church Communion 2 How many thoufands muſt he have at 
once in his Court if he exerciſed Church Diſcipline as firitly 
as the H. Scriptures enzoyn or as the Common-Prayer- Book owns 
s was prattifed in the primitive Church. See Pref: to the 
Commination uſed in Lent And-does there need-any plainer 


Argue. 
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Argument of the imposſibility of ir, then that this Diſcipline 
was never aQually exe c:{:d by the B:hops to any purpoſe, 
nor one ſcandalous ſinner of a thouſand in a Diocels cver call'd 
ro Repentance-for his notoricus crimes or cnſured for his 
continuing in them ( unleſs it were ſome ſcrupulous Noncon- 
formiſt. ) And docs Mr. F. think ti:cfe things necd no altera» 
tion 2 If he doth ſo, I would gladiy know, What Church-Go. 
vernment or Diſcipline ſign.fies 2 To what purpoſe then is a 
this ſtir about an Empty Name, when there is no ule to be 
made of the Thing to tt;e great pw poles it's intended for 2 
when 'tis not exerciſed to preterve the honour of Re'igion by 
a credible profesſion of it in particular Churches, and to ſecure 
thoſe Churches from the pernicicus influcace of fuch whom 
their Hzreſies or thcir ſcandaions cries render uofic for Chri- 
tian Socicty ? 

[f theſe things be groſs abuſes, If the pretent Church=Go- 
vernment render Diſcipline impracticabie, and ceprive Pariſh- 
Miniſters of an efferitial part of their Office, Is it lawful to 
ſwear We will never endeavour an al:ecacion of this, and that 
without any limitation ſigned, as | 7» an zrregalar manner 
or beyond oxr particular Spl@re 2 | is it bwiul for thoſe who 
know theſe to be corruptions. whiz have grezt'y depraved rhe 
Church and diſhoroured © hriſftienity to ſweat they will never 
endeavour to amend then 2 | try might as well bind themeelves 
by oath ncver to Repent nor Fromote the Repentance of others, 

If any ſay the meaving of the Oath is only, that they wi!l 
never endeavour this [ by any ſinful means, or beyond their PH» 
vate ſphere]; Why co.1d not theſe neceſſary words be put in 2 
And that this danyerovs ſenſe was never intended by the Con- 
vocation, is evident from the 7th Canon, where they thus ſpeak ; 
Li'Vhoſoever ſka! hereafter afſi-m that the Government of the 
Church of England under his Majeſty, by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
Deans, Archdeacons, and the reſt thar bear Office in the ſame is 
Antichriſ!zan, or repugnant to the word of Gd, let him be extome 
municate wo fatto, and ſo continue till be repent, and revoke 

Such his wickederror ] They that thus ſu, pos'd nothing i 
their Government reprg»ant to.the word of God, did without 
| doubt 


—  - 


(31) 
doubt intend” to bind the intcriour Clergy from all attempts ts 
alter it ; and ſo contriv'd tlits &. ath, that an Allegiance might 
be in theſe Nations ſworn to the Biſhops as well as the 
King. 

For the 3d. viz. Reordination, The Divines of the Church 
of England genera'ly own it wnlawfal ; and conſequently, the 
impoſition of it {11p; oics Ordination by Presbyters a Na/ity. 
For ſuch therefore as were lo ordain'd to conſent to Reordina- 
rion, is to own tie NauZ/rty of their tormer Adminiſtrations,and 
caſt the baſeii ſluir on a great part of the Reformed Miniſtry. 
And this reminds me cf a pailaye in the Preface to the Book 
of Ordination, which acquaints us with the judgment of thoſe 
that compos'd it, Y:. [And to this intent, that theſe Orders be 
reverently eſteem'd, N» man ſhall be :ccounted or taken for a 
lawiul Prieſt in the Ch. of Engl or be ſuffer*dto execute the Fur- 
Fion,except he be called accorcing to this form,or hath had tor 
merly Ep:ſco;al Ordination] And this we muſt profeſs our Aſlent 
and Conſent to;which he that can do, (and makes conſcience of 
declaring nothing but what he really believes } has cither a 
large ſtock. of ignorance, or very little charity ; (as will ap- 
pear by what is faid on the Head about Mrſſon), The Au- 
thors of that Preface cou'd not but foreſee, that ſuch Declara- 
tions wou'd eff. tually chcke a great part of the Miniſters in 
England and Ireland, and 'tis hard ro imagine what other de- 
fign they could have in requiring their Afſent and Conſent to 
ſuch paſſages as theſe. 

For the Oath of Canonical ebedience viz. That the Prieſts or 
Deacons will reverently obey their Ordinary and ether chief Mi- 
viſters to whom is committed the Charges and Government over 


them. 


' I ſuppoſe 'Tis meant of obedience to their Ordinary in 


what he preſcribes agreably to the Canons which are the 
known Rule he governs by. And'ſo we ſhould te obliged to 
read the ſentence of excommunication againſt all that the Bi- 
hop or his Chanceſor may according to thoſe Canons excom- 
gunicate, now he may excommunicate all Nonconformiſts. 


And-we that know them to be men of holy and emens 
| wes 
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4mpoſſible to underſtand the ſenſe of thoſe two words. 


Paſtoral office. 
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lives, muſt ſwear to obey the bithop, by publiſhing his /chi/- 


matical (cntence. ; | 
[ might have adced ſcyeral things more on this Head, were 


It necc ſary. 


I know ſome have told the world freely, that in their De- 
claration of Aſſcnt, &c. they intend no more than to receive 
th:ſe Books as an Tuſtrument of peace z {o that they wil; not 
preach agaiouſt any thing contain'd in ihem, as ſome ſubſcribe 
even the Articles themſelves : To which 1 need only anſwer ; 

1. It us'd to be acknowledg'd by Pret. Caſaifts, (:s 'tis large- 
ly aſſerted by Biſhop Sanderſon de Furam.) That to ſtretch the 
words of Laws, Oaths, and Promifcs to meanings different 
from their common uſe, is finfu!, and a practice fitter tor thoſe 
that own the Doctrine of Fquivocations, Wc, than ſincere 
Chriſtians, or good ſubjects. Now if to Aſſent and Conſent to 
all things contain'd in, and preſcrib'd by a Book, be not an Aſſ*nt 
to them as zrue, and Conſent to them as good or lawful; *tis 
And 
what might not a man in this /ax ſenſe declare his ſent and 
Conſent to, tho never ſo much againſt his judgment, provided 
he did not think himſelf oblig'u to ſpeak publick'y againſt it. 
That the Parliament never intended that /2x ſente, appears 
hence ; That when the Houſe of Lords added a Proviſo, that 
the Declaration in the Att of Uniformity ſhould be underſtood 
but as obliging men to the «ſe of the Book, the ZZouſe of Com- 
mons refusd it at a Conference about it, and gave ſuch reaſons 
againſt that ſenſe and Proviſo to the Lords ; upon which they 
acquieſc'd, and caſt it out. * 

2. Whatever meaning be put on the forementioned declaras 
tions and oaths, None can exerciſe his Miniſtry in the Church 


of England without denying the priviledges of Chriſtianity to 
tho'e that have a right to them and withour quiting an eſſen- 


tial part of his office as Paſtor of a particular Church, or in: 
curring the danger of ſuſpenſion for doing otherwiſe. And 


the Miniſters of Chriſt muſt not put themſelves under fuch a 


nec->ſity of ating uncharitably and ſchiſmatically towards his 
truc Members, nor thus wilfully maim and deprave ,the'c 
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I appeal then to Sl J Judgment of 4), \Mhohe ©. chaſ cons 
ditions of the Miniſtry be ſinful, That Law be juſt, that hal 
enjoyn them, and make mens forfwearing Gas Tp oy 
to the preaching of the Golf; ob ks Nt, M OY. , 
I am very ſorry Mr. &. and ſome of his'Coa at. h ould: ſo. ofte 

neeesſirate their Brethren to harp on this yngfure ya 
They pay too great a deference to the Laws of the. Land to 
caſt any needieſs RefleTticns on them. But men ought 


t- not 
to bear ſilently the charge of: Schi/m and Church: i ee who 


arc no way guilty of i. Eſpecially whea their. e a1 
negle& to vindicate themſelves may tempt. others who are.nat 
acquainted with their caſe, to cenſure,and. Fate themywrong.- 

fully, as cloth'd/wih theſe odious charaQers. . I hope the pre 
cedent diſcourſe has evidenc'd the charge to be ondeferved and 
falſe. ' And therefore %whatever expreſſions ſeem to. grate;on 
the Laws, muſt tc imputed to, the unhappy neceſlity put upae 
them to give a true repreſentatian of their caſe, by 1 Þ7- nf 
accuſations of their. brethren, from whom, one : we .think 
they might rathgr expect, ſome. pitty, I doubt. foe bat xh 
Go ormang, C: £44 ave 
, O1-CNEIE 


moderate and charitab/e, part of. the, 7 

other apprehenſions of their 6rco%r phe are aman 
paſſages in M. &'s Anſwer. Bur for; that approve the fin 
lencing Laws, arraign their Brethret: as ChurchsBebels for not 


# I 


obeying them, and condema thoſe Jocicties that, need and ema 
brace their help meerly on that ſcore, as.no parts of th | 
lick Church, even when,they.exeldde not. the P $ 


[ſt will appear, I think, from chis Paper, that their ;4ugumen 
are not fo fironges their Zafler,a0d a Teeſe hare FH Rand 


advance the reputation of. their /nteleAuals as'well tor 
Such men may long exclaim againſt oxr diviſions, but their 0 


eprinciples and. temper are tbe moſt inſuperable etfacle to t | 


healing of them: andy o; 1 10:11 Was 6d woe 
- Having con{idered the Queſtions in the Preface, T cdtmt 
examine the firſt /ett of thole in the Pamphlet is. elf 
cgncern the: Miſſion of the firſt Reformers,and they are. 

rouge the five. | ye 


C #4 ) 
* What Prizfthosd or Holy Orders had the firſt ' Reformers 
by bay they Feel frow 1 the Hands of Roman-Catholick Bia 
301 28% va 171) ; 
Mw} noe a quthgriz'd, the, firſt ih rRrers to- preich thei Plate: 
Sant 'P HeTand ati ih png Proteſtant Sacraments ? - 
ePher Caf er Us Bis Aſſectates could ' condemn the 
Ebert of - *Rbme 'Sy Pretenled of the Miſſion they recetved from 
er Biſhops > © 
wr "ik Ba Fl $4 hghirn Be having received Orders 
fb Rd ie virtue of ach Orders Cn prot 
ers Fig a ik pt Church # 
=P} 'Wherhber 4t Ad of Pi limes in France, Sptin, 67 Ger» 
many, " riot as goo aw Authority oor Popery there, as in "_ 
land 7#r Prorffrancy 7 
© Theſ@are. Ya Do one would think too ieiliois to be ſee 
7 But Yam heartily ſorry Mr. X.” can find no 
Ws thi than What he has given; which in ſe- 
Tubs'too' thach on the ſame wretched miſtak.s 
at- Menby th \ offi then With'fo niueh confidenee, 
56 ET reed (ay little Tore ro expoſe them, then 
Te the bnttover(y” (Bott Miffon, and then apply the 
ne Notiod of it ro rhiefe Queſtions. 
F Ti ere oO 4 twofold M7 [0n, Tmmediate or Mediate: 
Are: Which roſe Kid whom Go# {6ht to deliver 
A fry meffage. br fomieintw revelation of his will 
PN the 'extridfdjniry Prophets under 


Ne 


ea imme 15 hd" Poarge1i3s under the 
Ka i Re ag Cr Na WIA grew, 
me! 


NN | of it. © That immediate Wiſrow is now-ecas'd; 
Ab, of the' Divine Will betn ef ory inthe holy 
iptures, vue di ions given for the contirnanye of a MP 
wy in the Church. . There is therefore, fl 
Me diate Miſjov, or Call tothe Paſtoral Office. (F or 
pe a hcern? d with the office of Dateves) I mean 
rot B ſho ps, of Elders, or PE they are'burt 
F mes to' kn Pk this fartie thing) 10 often deſexib'd'ir>- 
whe holy <4 6mans The office contains init many (8 and: 
labcrious 
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.Javorious works; Teiteash! the Lock Fomnutted to\therrabange, 
Ge their Guides, is. publich Wa 1/bip; 41d rules hewy by:Ewangetzae! 
Difcipline...; A Call ro:this Offige gi ayes cal'dunaby- 
rity, dg thqſe, -works,: and laysi0n —_—_— dhlagardave 
1 dorthem,,; "his fnom-Chri/t donethut. pOWeroth erty 
which men; are authoriz'd and. oblig'd.:i;)Tishis{will.etpriſt 
in the Goſpe/*Charter conſtitutes. men his Miniſters, - And all 
that's jurcher requiſite, .js, to knowhow: he ſignifies hig. will 
concerning this or that re CAT of his:M- 
Niſters. +> |}. 'y Atari of2 
To that cpciſe we. moſt conſidet: hat c briſtuhas dane. \abe 
ready in the 1 ONS and. what be — "pr 18928 "£0 


as, 


« S 
. - F 


. Chriſt has already Jotermined? in the Goſpel lac thiive hail 
bz a Miniſtry in his Church to the.cod of the:World:: *He has 
deſcribd . their Oftice, :and ath the; particitiar; wosH.in7'as 
what'Dodtrine:they: ſhall-preach, what >Worſkyptheyi ſhajkes- 
lebrate, how. they, ſhall-rule the Church they.averſpegand whit 
Diſcip'ine they: ſhalladmunifter>in;it b: Hehastefeothem\ſoleþ 
ent rules in all -magterv»of wudiverſal:conſtant neceſſity-for:pet@ 
forming theſe warks::; He'hastdefſerib'dthe dutiesnphiah Chek 


ſtian Flocks owe to: ſucty.Paftors2 He kascaffigothythe 
cations of ſuch Pailorsz He'has made it :the'duty:bf tat 
need the labours of ſuch qualified perſons to'ſeek: there hel 
and of Minifterttoicall leencaapproretinebim— 
that Office, and: ot the: Eivil dtagiſtraro pen jen 
thy. 0: 43700 12N1mM g 99 08 bagildo ad yem nem 
Ic belongs not Suirefore ro any men to appnint ape HEE 
fice in the;Churchrof Cheiſtþorrmim hae, Otfiewte SSN. 
tuted, or impoſe ſinful conditions in order t6/ its, 'exercife;”! oy : 
# impoſe any other duties. onthe people: than' he has done 
much 'lefs.does: it belong to thenvto-determine \wherher 
Gdfpeb:ſhati be-preach'd,ior the! accefiiies of fohlong he: 
kicht; Paſtorsifapply's: 09/0 akin Thott 100 290D 29101 
: All ehereforsthat the Goſp ch4its the O78aNtr, the 
Daſs wot the perſon'to. whom Chrif's "+126" 
yh power; rhioagp dren of _ qual ROGHDAS, oh | fic 7% 


;/power:to prea 
the Flock: This reſtraint or diminution is #«4, as being con» 
trary to the «© harter of Chrift, They are but nſiruments of 
Inauguration, 15 a Recorder that inveſts a Mayor in that office 
-which the King's Charter: gives him. | And the great defign of 


| TaganNation,where they are forc 
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. #8/)tore df him, 'or ſolemnizing his admittance. The Or- 
' waixgrs "therefore 'do:not” give the power to others as from 
-themſelves, nor does it paſs through their hands, nor can they 


i, as ex gri ſhould the Ordainers ſay, [ Receive thou 
ch and adminiſter the Sacraments, but not to rule 


the Juterpofition of Paſtors in this matter is, to ſecure to the 


-Church « ſucceſſion of: ab'e''and blameleſs Paſtors, of which 
they are ſuppoſed moſt-fit ro judge. ' Ordination by Paſtors is 


God's ordinary regular way of admittance to prevent the 
Churches being deprav'd and injur'd by the i»2ruffon of unqua- 
Lified perſons. -And therefore it ſhould not be negleQed where- 
ever itimay/be had.” Only' it muſt be added, that zbe law of 
Chriftiwhichdetermities, that the Goſpel ſhall be prezch'd by 
perſons ſo qualified, is founded on rhe neceſſity of ſouls, and the 
tat Jaw of Charity ; and therefore-is'of conſtant and inJiſpens 
.neceſſty/in the Church: But the command of their be- 
Ordain'd by Paſtors; is' bat ſubſervient to the former, and 
| paw to the: ordinary regular execution of it ; and does 
not oblige where there is a phyſical or moral impoſſibility of ob- 
ng it,:;and yet a vereffity of the Miniſtry. For Ordination by 
aftersiiseot of abſoluteigeceſſity'to the being:of the. Miniſtry ; 
Therc:have beenand may'beextraordinary caſes wherein a 
man Aug obliged to be a Miniſter without it : To inſtance 

in $7177 2epe 02 0971 90h 07 9000570101 206% e 
.; Waat-if many Chri/ians fhould be caſt onthe ſhore of ſome 
'd to ſtay a conſiderable time; 
one among them: be more eminently qualified than the reſt, 
ta; be their Miniſter; the reft-entreat his help.;- and-will any 
, that the Providence. of God; which, has given him fuch abi- 
(es, does not ſufficiently authoriſe him to exerciſe. them in 
this caſe of necesfiry > When the work of . the Miniſtry is of ſo 
much greater mportonce and neceſſity than that poſitive pres 
ing of it. Nay, to-propoſe'a Caſe R—_ 
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that *ts-better they ſhould'be. ca4onica#y-damnn'd than HICdnes 
ealfebqod'of that Notion ſome:make ſuch'a noife -abont; = 


(37) | 

\ What if all the pre'ent Paſlors in a Nation ſhould! corps 
the Chriſtian Det; inz and Worthip, and :poſe thoſe corruptis 
ons on the peop'e as terms of CharchaCommunion > What if 
they refuſe to ordain any that will not joyn with them bertin 2 
The people dare not comply with thoſe terms, and © becauſe 
they would not- live without the advantages of the prib- 
lick Miniſtry and Worſhip, they invite ſuch to take the Paſts-. 
ral care of their-Souls as are duly qualified ; thar ſuch qualified . 
perſons ſhould not accept Ordination on ſuch wicked terms; b 
paſt doubt ; Burt what if they live ſo remote 'from any other 
Chriſtian Kingdom that they cannot have Miniſteriil Ordina® 
tion elſewhere. Wil any fay, that in this caſe, thoſe qualified 
perſons for want of this Ordination ou:ht not to t2ke on them 
the Paſtoral charge of thoſe peop!e, which God has given ther 
ſuch abilities for, and ſuch a Ca/ by his providence t= ? To ſay 
this, were to ſet up the Rule about rhe regular #74: /»g the 
Miniftry above the exd's of the Miniſtry it ſelf, and oppoſe the 
circumſtances of the Duty to the ſubſtance of it; Whereas 750 
#tive precepts muſt always yield to moral, and matters ot inc cr 
order to the exdof the Duty ordered; and the*former muſt never 
be pleaded againſt the /arter. Ordimation'by Paſtors 'is not 
therefore there neceſſary where it cannot be had wirhour fin; 
and yet without a Miniſtry ; the intereſt of the Goſpel; and the 
falvation of Sou's, are like to ſuffer the moſt viſible prejudice 
and detriment. - For-theſe are matters infinitely more precious 
and valuable:than any: Rules-of external order; and 'the 'very 
end thoſe Rules aint az, and are ſubſervient to. And iFthis be 
not granted, it muſt beleft tothe pleafure of ſuckcorrupt 'Pan 
ſtors, whether the people who cannot joyn in eommunion with 
them, ſbail enjoy. the means of their ſalvation, or be obliged ta : 
live like Atheiſts without any publick- worſhip of -God:* * And 
he-that aſſerts this, may-next affere, that God has left it to their 
pleaſure; whether: the 'pcople-ſhall -be faved or 'damn'd;* and 


yicaly fav'd:. propoſe theſe: Caſes to thew' the vanity 


effty"oft an unimerrupred! ſucceſſion-.of Ordination. - And 
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(383) | 
if that inciple.be, fyife;. much, more iS-L1chrs who aflert the ne- 
Sallay of Sycectve prelcal ordination, —— 
Y ut qho Jn ſuch.extraordinary Caſcs, lhe extraordinary call 
F : God OUR is ſufficient. to authorize a man to the ſa» 
þﬆ office, 4nd upplics the detect pl Miniſterial Ordination; 
Yet the.commardof God which erzoyns ſuch Ordination does 
. blige .where It, may. be. h2d; and the.neglect of it wou'd 
tbring groat confuſion.and. difordec. into the Ghurch, and. ex- 
OO ro the ganger of being, corrupted and divided by | ur» 
qualified Int ACTS, 34 @ bs | 11 1-9 = Ne, 
_. The oply thing that remains to, be - eonſicer'd, under this 
Jead is, ho age entruſted with the, power: of ordination, Or 
Fgnd 1,0 Chryt, appointed to approve and inveſt -others in 
the.Miniſteriat office 2 | bog ics 
.. Anſw. Thoſp age <ntruſted with this,power and: appointed 
to this work, Who.gre themlclves ſuch ' Biſhops or -Zlders or 
Paſtors as the,hqly: Scriptures deſcribe, He that denies this; is 
oblig'd to acquaint us what other Otficers the Apoltles letr in 
the Church,,,co whom. this ſole power of ordination was en» 
truſted then, or what other olficers claimed and exerciſed it in 
the primitive Church, Which-none that I know of ever.preten- 
ded to. dos: ;. !---! or anartogp ite Frady: | 
But now thoſe whom the holy Scriptures call Biſhops or El- 
ders, were-the {}ated-paſtars 6f particular Congregations. | 
. That the ſame perſons are in Scripture. £all'd Biſhops: and 
Elders, is too palpable to-be denied (However: the Authors 'of 
the Preface.to the Book of .Ordination are: pleaſed 'to'fay the 
contrary. Viz. That. tis evident to all men diligently, reading the 
baly Scriptures and ancient Authors, that from the: Apoſtles time 
there have been, theſe orders in Chriſts Church, Biſhops, Prieſts 
and Deacons, (as ſeveral offices) and even this palpable miſtake 
Pholewh ceſt.,,we; are required i t0.:deciare our: aſſent: to>) 


hoſe who are zo Ads, x7. called the Elders of theChurch:6f 
2be/us, are commandad, v.as. toltake)heed to all:the:Floek, 
ver whom the holy:Ghoſthad made:them overſeer +or- Biſhops; 
| he deicription of a (Bifbop. 1: 7am: 4 ch. and of an Blder 4Tite 
a5 thc lame; And 7irzs when direted.to area Bteerovemal 
= | \.{ce- 
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('39) 
ſee that they be blamzleſs, for a Biſhop muſt voblemelef a6 thþ | 
Steward of God, v. b, 7. 0 2 OA 
Thir theſe Bj/3bps or Elders weve Paſtors io Tirigke" Wit 
grezations 15 evident from the Durres e ed then towart 
thoſe under their care, and from the? mes which the Flo, 
are required to pay them. 1939 20 QI 
+ They are to /abour among the feopÞs ud onal them, 
the peop'e were'to know ard efteem Hem highly BI 
their works ſake 1 Thels. 5, 12, &* They: were to r#/c E 
Flock, ſpeak the word of God fo then, and to:witcÞouer thes 
Sonls as thoſe that maſt —_ kn acconyt(;3 43% Hebr.! 97 14, "24 
*They"were to 1dhe” bot 1o' 21] thee vck obey whoth the V1 
Ghoft had mart them' overſeers. 26 AQ3}28; Whertin'the Apgs 
{tle propdſes'his-own prafice, ( white te ſlay" 4m9n%) the 
as their temporary paſlofY for their# imitation! viz'e 422 (fb 
ravght them pablickly, and from houſe #0 hosſe, ind etaſed 1 Ke 6 
Warn everyone with tears day all night 20 Acts, 20,"412v: 4/ oY 
were to bte enſamples tothe Ft who were to: *follho thee 
Faith'eonſidering the eud-of their © enverſation, x Pet. '5, 4." 3; 
compar'&'with Heb: 12. 7, They veret0'VHht the fiekdnd pr 
for them Tames, $; 14. leo Dr. HTamnrorn's Aithotarions ofi 
places apply ing them-to'Biſhops/'' ©! + 42000 POOLS KENT. 
- Now let us conſidet whether theſe-thutual ities, betwick 
Paſtor and Flock were tobe performed 'betwixt the Paſtor ot 
Paſtors'oF x'{rrgle conprevition; and the-conþregation commits 
ted't tof their” re-ofr-betwixtn' Droce/avs” 'Biſho pand'ſo vatt a 
Flock as His \Dioceſf#1000 40! © 1d AAR Th 5 
That one or more Pairs bf Ting jet gation: affor t 
red for Pebſdrial CAA ARehs are: 3p roma 
dutics t6/their Flock, hd" iy, F16ek eee 
Se Id (ye 
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(49) 
Jreo.the Dioce(s. folow the Faith of ſuch Biſhops, and confeder 


the end of their converſation, and propole them as their patterns, 


Khen not;png. in-many thouſands know any 'more of the life 
of their Biſhon, than if he-lived at the other end of the World? 


Are: fuch Biſhops obliged to viſit the ſick of their Dioceſs - 
.Can they rule them by the exerciſe of Church-dilcipline againſt 


the notorjouſly feandalous, when perhaps there are forty or 
ity. thouſand ſuch in their Dzoceſs ? Can they uſe all the due 
Facets of {crious reproots and perſwaſtons that are requiſite to 
u:cd. for reclauming ſuch fincers, when there is ſo vaſt a 
number of them, and thoſe ſo remote in their habitations, and 
the Biſbops wholly ſtrangers to the moſt of them 2. Theſe are 
ſo palpable imposſibiities, as to an unbyaſt con(iderer, are -ir- 
ſtead of a thouſand Arguments ;. that the Biſhops or Elders 
which theſe Texts ſpeak of were not Dicc:/an Biſhops, i. e. they 
were not the Overleers or Rulers of many ſcore or hundreds 
of Churches, as their Flocks to'whom they were to perform all 


t:1eſe Paſtoral works, and the Flocks to pay them the foremen- 


tioned Duties; But the Paſtors of ſuch a number of people as 
they could thus perſonally ever/ce, teach, rule, watch over, viſir, 
&c. and ſuch a number as could pay them that /ove, ſubmis/ron, 
emitation, Sc. preſcrib'd in the torequoted Texts. Eſpecially 
when 'tis ſo expreſlly aſſerted. Ads 14. v. 23. Zhat ſuch El. 
ders were ordained in every Church, which Titus is alſo appoin- 
ted te do in every City, 1 Tit. 5. And. tis well known cvery 
Town equal. to our uſual Market-Zowns in England was then 
called no, or C:ty; and but a few comparatively of the in- 
habitants. at firſt.coaverted to Chriſtianity. | 
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. I grant, that ſoon after the Apoſtles time, the name of Biz 
thep and Presbyter, or Elder, begun co be diſtinguiſht, and 
Fs of Biſhopapply.d to a rg 7m or Moderator of a Pref 
bytery or certain number.gt. Elders. But *tis as evi Thar 
he Dep and his Presbyters in che Primitive Chr were 
but the Rulers of ane Single Congregation capable of perſonal 
communion, not of: many Score or bundred Churches. How 
in to, Shs rags. or, known paſlage of gvetius{ whoſe 
ty the Defenders of Prelaces have ſo yainly boaled of 

: whe 


{41 
who 1n-his Epiſtle to the Ph:/adelphians gives this certain maik 
of every Churches individuation, wiz. There is to. % > 4 
every Church one Altar and 'one Biſhgp gether © teuchhurtse 
with the Presbytery (»r Elderſbip) a: the Precas my Low fſer- 
vants, The ſame Author in his Epiſtle to Polycarp adviſes thar 
good Biſhop to have frequent Church-Afſemblies, and-to enquire 
after all by name, and not to deſpiſe ſeruents and Ree? "UL 
his Epiſtle 'to the Smyrxenſes, Follow all of you the 
Biſhop as Feſus Chriſt does the Father, andthe Pres- "ns Gee - 
bytery as the Apoſtles, and reverence the Deacons as the appoint« 
ment of God. Let none without the Biſhop tranſaQ the affairs of 
the Church, Let that be accounted a valid communion which is 
in his preſence, or by his permisfton.; for where the Biſhop is, there 
let the multitude be. 'Tis not lawful, without" the Biſhop,. ta 
Baptize, or make a Loves Feaſt, | 
Nothing can more fully evidence that th: Church of Smyrye 
had their B (bop, Presbyters, and, Deacons; ahd*Fwere ridictlous 
to app'y theſe paſlages to a modern Biſhop and his Droceſs.,.." © 
Fuſtin Martyr's knowp account of Church=Aſſemblies 'Evin- 
ces the truth of fo which Jan Qothea Mr..79: Mede in his 
Diſcourſe of Churches, quotes,/p. 494,49, 50.,4nd IromFhence ac- 
ts oh. They had. then, but one. A tar, (or place FE M0 = 
vion)t0a Chub, taken far the ,company or eorporation' of the 
faithful,"as unitgd under, one BINS: OE © ST OR CI 
Aol cap! 


Tertullian's account of particular Church-aſſem- 
blies aſſures us, that Church-diſcipline was exercisd 
in them, and that by, the probati ſenzores, or apoPoyd Elders 
C(:mong whom we,own the Preſes was Called Biſhop): Even in 
Cyprian's time,his famous Church of Carthage was not ſo great, 
bat that' he frequently profeſles he would do nothing in 
dChurch-affairs without, the conſent of his Presbyters, and all 
the peope, elpecially in the cenſuring of 'Offendors. | As in his 
Ep. 3.:6,.10 (41, 13, 14+ 20,25, 23,,Oe, Edie. Goul. And" Fp.6B. 
as he there declares the people have the chiefeſft power of chaofing 
worthy,Prieſis,.and refufing the unworthy ; fo when he relates 
te manger of the Ordination of a Biſhop, he tells ns, 411 rhe 
next. tfſhops of the fame Frovince a0 come Together to that 
C 35 577190 |  peaple 
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i AS - PER 
people over hom the Biſhop zs ſet, and the Biſhop FL appointed, 
[2 


the: being preſent who fullieſt, know the life of every one, 
pup ws h Me 4 of every he l GE 
FWhich alſo we [aw de with you in the Ordination of Sabinus 
our Colleague, that the office of a- Biſhop was given him, and hands 
bnpoſed on bim in the place of Baſilides &y the ſuffrage of the 
whole Fraternity, and by the judgment of the Biſhops that had 
met together, fc, _ | 
We may eaſily gather what the Biſhops Church was when 
al! the people muſt be preſent, and judge of his life, and are 
ſuppoſed to-þe thorough'y acquainted with is A Dicceſs of 
the modern-extent would be hard put to it to meet together 
for this purpoſe, and paſs their judgment concerning the life of 
their Biſhop. eds; 
The Conſtizutions and: Canons called Apoſtolical, afſign ſuch 
duties tothe Biſhop, as plainly imply his relation to a Congre- 
m_ capable of perſonal” Communion. as his Charge or 
 And(to give abricf ſummary of thoſe proofs which it would 
require a large volume to infiſt fuily on) if: we con{.der impar- 
rally, a the Getine which che moſt wag Fees Writers 
Jeſcribe, as-belonging to the'bflice of a'Bj/bop, viz: [To be the 
hoo Oe. Teacher HTN Flo” (-Y abt Baptizer of 
thoſe that were received into. his-Church. (4) To confirm-the 
BiÞtized,. co reconcile and abſolve all penitents,. to adminiſter 
the Lords Supper. (c) To receive all oblations; &c. and diſtri- 
bute them, To. take care of the phy ſick: and ſtranpers as- 
their Overſeer and Curator (4) To try all cauſes about ſcandal 
in-his Church with his Pre/Zyzers in the preſence of his Flvek (te) 
To Ordain other Biſhops and Elders, To keep Synods among 
his neighbour Biſhops, To grant communicatory Letters ( f ) 
&c,] And to how great aflock one man is capable to'perform 
them: If we conſider further thar the Biſhop and his-Presby- 
ters:liv'd uſually in the ſame ZZouſe and in' Common, at leaſt near 
the Church, and that in the diſtribution of their maintenance 
one half of it was deſtin'd to repair the Fabrick or Temple,an ! 
maintain the poor ; the other half to the Biſhop and his Tlergy, 
——_ | | IT i 
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ewhoſe judgment he conſulted (o : ) That Presbyters 


C43) 
or Presbyters(g)-;"That it, was the: £01 mohenGom: for 'thr6 
Proper to fit in: the ſame Seat with the, Bibep (in @ſem\- 
circie) and the. Deacovs below themi(/#)j4 Thatthe Degcons are 
always mentioned as:Officers ia the ſame Church:with the 
Biſhop (i). Thatthe LZove-feaſts werenot” to! be kept without 
the m—_ Re and _—_— to-havehis ſhare ſenthim, 
if abſent (&). That the way'of ſtrangers communicating ,wavby 
pan Zettersor Certificates which were-:to be thewed 
to the Biſhop of the -Church where they deſirid:torrommunt 
cate (/). Thar/a Schifſm was deſcrib'd: by ſetting: up: MIrar a» 
eainſt A/tar, every communicating :Chutch tiaving) its After 
(or 7able for celebrating the - Lords-Supper>) :and'Bithop 


(1 ) 4 CSLLE] 3 WII B O07) 7D 
(a) Conftit: ApoRk; £1261 Tuft: Marr; Apok''2: (bY Terrull: fe 
Cor: Mil. c.*q. (c) Ignat.” Fp.ad\ Smyrn: p:4. Fauſt: Marts Apolt, 
(d) Juſt. Mart: ibid Conſtit: Apaoſt. c: 27. Apoſts Can: 55 [e) Sex 
Cypr Ep, pasfim, Tertull. Apol. c.39. and many more/in Blows 
del de Jure plebis, Oc. (t) See A4lbaſp."Obſerv.'P. 254525 59 
( g) See Tolet de ſaterd.'11b. 5: cap. 4. n. 15.and Pad. Pal Barb 
p:'s Tra of Church-benefices tranflated by Dr. Deston; (it 
Conſtit. Apoſt. c. 57. Counc, Carth. 4: Can: 35 (1) 1 Phil.wox. Clemt 
Rom: Ep: ad Cor: p: 54; 55: Pins'in Ep: Juſto Epiſe. Biblioth: 
Patr: Tom: 3: p: 15: Conſtit: Apoſt:'c:.30G:44:(k) Haut" Bp. 
ad Smyrn. forequorted. Conltit.  Apoſt. 28: (1) Albaſp. Obſerer 
þ. 254, 255, (m) ſenat. Ep: ad Philad. forecited.” Cypr. Epryo; 
72, 73. the ancient deſcription'of a'Church is well known, 
Plebs Epiſcops coadunata © See Dr..S:ill;\[ren!: p. 4162 - 7, 
That the Biſhop was choſen by the Syfrages:or Yores of the 
people tis took "the. charge 'of , (=) and: (as was ſaid bes 
tore)'adminiſtred Churchzcenſures in the preſence of his Flock : 
dept | | did-but ſel 
dom-prezch -publickly'in-the two'od three firſt: Ages; excopt int 
Alexanaria or ſome few COnY that __ ters'oH more 
than ordinaty Learning'and: Abilities; *C Þryfoſtomr's preaching 
at 4ntioch, and Auſtin's at Hippo, while Presbyters; arcinoted 
5 unuſual ; That every Ciry' had jts Biſhop, is grantedby all ; 
md If; Hammond and Grotins own qiany. had two, nay;ſome 
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had more} as migtitappear by many inſtances, were it rieedful.) 
And:every:/ Town of any/bigneſs was then called nas, or City, 
and the-number of Chriſtians:did-not of. a long tune even 1n 
the larger:Cities exceed that of aur mu (ol agen Nor were 
Biſhops confin'd to! Cities-or: Towns ;; for:the Countrey Villa- 
ges (where there. were any tolerabie: number of Chriſtians to 
make.a' Church or Congregation ) had long their Biſhops aiſo, 
who were not pur down tall Ambition had begun to deprave 
the Church;:and for a reaſon agreeable to the humour of thoſe 
that did it; ve vileſcat* nomen Bpiſcopi (;p ): If we conſider the 
nearneſs of Epiſcopal See's of which we read -many that were 
much nearer one anotherthan our Market-Towns, perhaps 
one, two, or a few more miles diſtant (q) : !f we obſerve al 
the ſmall inconſiderable piaces that were ihe See's of many f1- 
mous ancierit Biſhops, not kyif ſo big as our leſſvr ſort of Pt- 
riſhes (7) :-If we conſider» the vaſt number of  iſhops men- 
tioned within a narrow compaſs of - ground. 

.  (»):5ce Cypr. Ep. 68: forecited, and many more teſtimonies 
in Baxter's Church-Hiſtory,& Anſwer to S7:/lingfi.from p.128 
to 13:3, and in Blonde! de Fare plebis, Sc, (s) See Blondel, ib;ch 
(p YC oncil. Laod. Can.57. (q) lo givea fewinſlances ; In Pa- 
leftine,. Disſpolis or Lydda was but ſtx miles from Joppa, Joppu 
four-miles from-Fanmia.; Rhinccoruca four miles from Anthe- 
doryand Anthedon not three miles from Gaza, aud Gaza twenty 
ftarlongs from Conſtantia (anciently called Majuma). So in E- 
gut, Nicopolis was:twenty furlongs from Alexandria, and 7a 
Pofiris, Canopus, Heraclia and Nancratis not much farther from 
one anorher ; .and yet-all theſe Epiſcopal See's (r), Mr, Thorn 
dike Right of Churches reviewedytells us, p. 53..that in' Africa 
Biſhops were ſo plentiful, that-every good: Village muſt-needs 
be the: Seat of an Epiſcopal Church ; andthe 4fxican, Church, 
as Dr-$r:Dingficet tells us, /ren. pz 35 3-dongeſt retain'd the pris 
mitive ſimplicity ard-humility.  . 
-Binnins tells us of Sylveſter calling together 284 Biſhops, of 
 Whieh-+39.were out of tome, or not-far trom it. A Council of 
Doxatiſts at Carthage had 279 Biſhops (as A#/t:»tells us, Ep.68 
aboutyhe year 308, and:yet they were the ſmaller number, an 
wad *. COM» 
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complain'd of Perſecution. Vidor. Vtic:- in Perſets Pand, 2G 
qu:z1cits us that in that part oi Africa 660 Bithops fled beſides 
the great number murdered and impriſoned and many tolera- 
ted, The 62h Provincial Council of Carthage had 217: Biſhops. 
And to pive an inſtance of later date which: we are more. ca> 
pabe to judge of, even Patrick is ſaid to have founded here in 
Freland 365.Churches, ordain'd fo many Biſhops beſides 3008 
Preſbyters. Uſher d2 Eeclef: Brit. Primord. p. 950. If we add 
hereto the late date of Pariſh:s as diſtinguiſhed from the Bk 
ſhops Church, The Government of the Cathedrall by the Bis 
ſhop with the Dean, and chapters being a Relict of the ancient 
Epiſcopal Gover:ment ) From theſe evidencies (and many- 
more might be added-) duly weigh'd,. Wee may eaſily judge” 
what the ancient Churches and Biſhops were. A primitive Bl» 
ſhop had no more then one Church,or aſſembly capable of per= 
ſonal Communion under his Charge, which he rul'd with-the- 
joynt concurrence of his Presbyters or Elders. The firft that 
fet up more Afﬀemblies under one Biſhop were Rome and Alex 
andria, and no other Church can be prov'd to have -done fo 
for near 3oo years nor many Churches for 4- or 5- hundred. 
And even thoſe Aſſemb'ies did but long make up one-commu- 
nicating Church, and were but to the Biſhops Chureh as 
Chappels of-eafe are:to our larger Paryh Churches.. But for 
Dioceſan Churches and Biſhops, 'tisevident from theſe few re> 
marks, That they are entire ſtrangers to the primitive Church 
1n its firſt-and pureſt Ages. ' I'was only Ambition (ſtriving to 
modell the Eccleſiaſtical Government by the Civil) that firſt 
gave riſe; to them, and-from the ſame ambition inthe'Empire 
ſprung up Metropelitans, Patriarks and Popes, (The laftof theſe 
long claiming only a Primacy of order among the reft of the ' 
Biſhops in the Empire, for which Conſtantineplelong, vy d: with 
th-m;'tis but of late-they have emprov'd their pretenſiobs into 
a claim of Supremacy ovet the Catholick-Church as the Ficat# 
of Chriſt) And*tis too obſervable-irr Churchi Hiſtory that: as 
the Scats of Biſhops ſwell'd and their power encreaſt by engtoſa 
fing to themſelves that. work whicl a ſcvre-or bundred Bilhops 


*eou rely diſcharge, fo al true Diſciplinewas graduallyei 
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. a6'd'and Joſt; and:the Church miſerably deprav'd by the 'cor- 
ruption of ir, as well as divided by the Contentions of aſpiring 
Bilhops about-their primacy and uſurped power. 
- If yourdeſire further ſatisfaCtion on this head, I referr you to 
Mr.Baxters Treatife of Epiſcopacy who in the 24. part 5, 6, 7: 
ef has given 'as Satisfactory an account of the ancient Epiſs 
| copacy as can be expetted of any matterof tact at that diſtance 
The few ſlender exceptions prodvc'c by Dr. Still:ngfl. 1 his 
l; Treaſon. of Seper: (which yet do not reach the two firſt Cen» 
| turies:) are ſo clearly invalidated and expos'd by Mr. Baxters 
if wintwer to Dr: St. p. r00, 101g &c. and by Mr. Clerkſon in his, 
-No evidence of Dioceſau Churches in Antiq: Sc: that I ſhall 
take it for granted that, Dioceſan Biſhops and Churches are 
Strangers to Antiquity, aad fhall look on that caufe asdeſperate 
and loft, unleſs ſome of its Patrons cou'd diſprove that full 
ſtream of evidence he has brought againſt it from the moſt an- 
cieat Chriſtian writers in the toremention'd Treatiſe. There 
are few conſiderable defencers of Prelacy, whoſe writings he 
Has not-animadverted on. 
And tis ſtrange to obſerve, how farr the moſt of them miz 
ſake the true ſtate of the controverſie, Some goabout to prove 
a ſort of general ſuperintendents ArchsBiſhops, or Mctropolitans 
.who had ſome inſpeCtion over the Biſhops of particular Church- 
[| es within their Province, and preſided in their Synods, but did 
| not put down the Government and exercife of ChurchzDiſciz 
pline in thoſe particular Churches, as if this were a proof of 
| .thoſe Dioceſan Bifhops that do caſt out all Government and ex» 
erciſe of Diſcipline: by the Biſhops or Paſtors of particular 
Churches; and pretend to be the ſole Paſtors of the Dioceſs. 
And yet the juriſdition of ſuch Metropolitans, is of no very 

| ancient date, and quite contrary to the judgment of Cypriar, 
f who:diſowns any Bi/bop of Biſhops, and owns only Biſhops or 
18 .Ovetfeersof Flocks or- Churches. Others take a great deal of 
| | -Pains.to prove the ſtatedprefidency of one '('by the name of 


- 


| | Biſhop? inia'Conſeſſas or Bench of Presbyters, who had but all 
be. acodiiianin wunicating Church under their charge, which is not 
|; * .aiyY/go-bave begun early in the Church as\a Remedy of 

| be. | Schi/m, 
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Schiſm. But that difference of Bi/bop and Presbyte+s, when both - 
were'but j5ynt rulers of a Congregattion,/is'1o-tar from being 
a'provf of modern' pe that ſuch Dioceſan Biſhops have put 
down the primitive Parith-Biſhops, and:-monopuliz'd:the pow- 
er of many ſcore, or hundreds'of ſuch Biſhops to 'themlclves, 
and thereby rendred trus Church-government impraQcable. 
Ny that very difference betwixt the Biſhop and Presbyters of 
a particular Church, ſeems to have had ir's riſe wholly in the 
notorious diſpariry ot h:s giſts, learning, age, &c. above the 
reſt, but was never eſteemed by them a renee in offee of 
power,.nor is it aſcrib'd'to any higher Original then Human 
Conſtitution by Ferome, Au,iin, Ambroſe, Sedulius,. Primafuns,. 
Chryſoſtom, T heodoret, &c. not to-mention Elder writers. 

It then Ocdination belong to' Seripturall Biſhops, and ſuch 
be the Paſtors of particular Churches, 1t none elſe dis ordain 
in the Primitive Church in its pureſt Apes Fhen all ſuch Bis 
ſhops have tha: power. Nor indeed have any powerto ordain, 
but on the account of their being ſuch-Scriptural Biſhops. 'The 
office of Dioceſan Prelates being a manifeſt Uſarpation- in the 
Church which had it's riſe in human Ambition, That Uſurpas* 
tio cannot rightfully deprive the true'Biſhops: or 'Paſtors of 
that power of Chureh-government, which is as eſſential to 
their office as the power of teaching or being guides in wor- 
ſhip. And' whatever may be ſid for Pariſi: Biſhops, ſubmitting 
for peace ſake, to the uſurpation of a ' Dioceſan, (ext gr. when ' 
he claims the ſole power of Ordination) where the true ends 
of it are attain'd, yet they have no reaſon to ſubmit to'it, when 
Digceſan-Bifhops ſhall fo abuſe that uſlirped power as to cor» 
rupt'and deprave the Miniſtry by-impoſing ſinful rerms, and 
hazard the ruin 6f Son's by neg!eQing to provide a number of ' 
faithful Paſtors ſuitable to their real neceſſities. The Ordinati- 
on therefore of the-Paſtors' or Biſhops of 'particular Churches 
is Moreapreeable tothe holy Scripture and/primicive Antiqui- 
ty, 4dd*conſequently more unexceptionably 'Yalid then-that of. 
= fingle Diece(an.' $28 | ! 3:1 
e From whence it follows, That the ordi#ation of 'Paſtors'in 
they are 
ordain'd - 


— 
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;ordain'd by.Djeceſau Biſhops, who bad power tc-ordain on the 
account of that office they have in common with /crip!ural 
Biſhops, tho they have none as Dioceſan ;*or they are ordain'd 
by a concurrence of ſcriptural Biſhops, to whoſe office the 
power of Ordinaticn was annext Ly dzvine Inſtitution, and 
and cannot be alienated by any humane uſurpation. For Chriſt 
has given none power tv change his Inftiturions. Nor can 
the wil of the Ordainers debar .his Officers frem any part of 

that Authority which his Charter conveys: to them. And if 
the validity of Ordination by ſuch ſcriptural Biſhops be deny 'd, 

Ho Church had no ordained Miniſters for a Century or two at 
caſt. 

Having laid down theſe Notions about Miffor, I come to 
examine.D: M's Quelt's. 

Queſt: x: What prieſthood or holy Orders had the firſt Refor- 
mers, but what they received from the hands of Roman: Cathg- 
tick Biſhops ? | T7 

4nſw:; Tf D: M: mean, that their prie/thocd or miniſterial of- 
fice was convey'd to them by the Biſhops, as the Gwers of it, 
they receiv'd it from none art all ; nor has any that power to 
give; 'tis given by Chriſt in his Charter ; Burt if he mean, that 
the Roman Catholick,or Popiſh Biſhops did inveſt them in that 
office: . *Tis own'd, that moſt of the Reformed Miniſters were 
ordain'd by them ; and 'tis not material, whether they were 
Roman Catholick Bithops of the ſame rigid ſtamp as thoſe of 
the preſent Age, or no ; for the validity of their Ordination des 
pends on the Eſentials of the Paſtoral office retain'd, and not 

on their horrid corruption of it. And as Mr. . well obſerves, 

| they ordain'd as Chriſtian, not as Roman Biſhops. But what 
if ſome of the Reformers became Paſtors to the people upon 
their neceſlities and call, who durit not.comply with the finful 
terms of Ordination 1n the Chuxch of Rome, and yet.coul have 
no other 2 They wou!d not be in this caſe deſtitute of a true 
Mifion: For the evident neceſſities of the peoples ſouls (who 
earneſtly defir'd to have the Truths of the Goſpel purely 
preach'd, and divine Worſhip purely celebrated; and who could 

net with a fafe conſeicnce continue._in the Communioney the 
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Roman Churct,), and their Qualifications for ſo neceſſary a 
wok were a lutficient /ig»ifcation of the will of Chriſt that 
they ſhould undertake it. For the precept about the ordinary 
regular way of Admiſſion to the Miniſtry did not oblige 
where it cou'd not belawfully obſerved and where there was 
a far greater neceſſity ofa pureuntainted Miniſiry then' of that 
poſitive point of Order. For elſe on ſuppoſition, no Paſ'ors had 
embraced the Reformation, The people who did, woud have 
been obliged to have lived like 4: hersts without publick wor- 
hin. | 
+ Q: Who authorized the first Reformers to preach their 
Protestant Doftrine, ana adminiſter their Proteſtant Sacraments? 
Anſw. It does not belong to the Ordainers to' determine 
what Dottrine the perſon ordained ſhall preach,” but eo'Chrift 
who has determined that matter already. And therefore 
the DoQrine which our firſt Reformers preachr, and the Sa- 
craments they adminiſtred be Chrift's,. as Mr. K. well argues, 
tis ridiculous to ask who authoriZd them to preach the one, 
or adminiſter the other. Chriſt did ; and no men can autho- 
rize any to preach any other Do@rine, or adminiſter any other 
Sacraments. The Biſhops or Prieſts in the Roman Church had 
n» right or M:fion from Chriſt to preach Pop:/b Doctrine, or 
adminiſter Popiſh Sacraments, or celebrate Popiſh Worſhip'fo 
far as theſe are contrary to the DoQrine, Sacraments, and'Wor- 
ſhip contain'd in the Goſpel. Theſe were groſs corraptions of 
their office ; and therefore when ' any of theitietabrac'd' the 
Reformation, when they begun to preach the Golpel mbre 
purely, and to celebrate divine Worthip*mbre- free fromthe 
ido atrous and ſuperſtitious mixtures/that had prevail'd/in'the 
Roman Church, they reſtor d their Miniſtry to its true «ſe; and 
fo far rarg'd it from that wretched depravation. | Ard-in-this 
debate Mr. X. need not Le aſham'd to defend either Zath-rp08 
| Calvin, or Zumglius. For Sinus or his followers, they can 
produce no Miffron to preach againſt the Divinity und. ſatisfas 
inn of the Son of God, no more than D.M. to preach up'the 
Sor ſhip pf Images, or Invocation of Argels and Saints, or Adv 
ration bf the Feſt, Ec. | E[2* VE "15 
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8 For-the3d 2nd 4 þ Qu, I ſhall jpyn them. ors 

3; \Whecber Cranme: ard his Aſſoctates could cov demn the Ehurch 
of. Rome by p:etence. of-the Misfion they rece:ved from her Bis 
' offops., ; 1j,ſo, wh-ther,a F rezbyterian Miniſter having ecerved 
.Qrgders from a, of eſt ant B ſh.p, can by wer: ue of iuch Orders 
Promeunee he -, har 11 of, 6,2 4 corrup? Church > 

tif 11, ey 1SNF Of thy cheie: Queſtions are founded on this ridi- 
culous tangy, that che perſon Ordained is obliged to conform 
oe Myniftrarions to the zadgment or humour of the Ordainers. 
*Tis true 14d ce, if in any ( hurch, the Miniſters that are Or- 
Agined le abliged ſubſcribe-a Gonfefſion of Faith, or obſerve 
any. publick Rples inthe Worſhip, they ought not to. be Or- 
dain d on, theſe terms, if they think any thing in the DoQtrine 
of chat Church, or the Ru'es of its worſhip contrary to the 
Doctrioe of Chriſt, or the Goſpel Rule of Worſhip, Much 
les ſhould they enter into that obligation with a deſign to 
break it aftorwards. | This were 0919Us diſſimu'ation.. But if 
any, have-þeen Ordain'd in a Church that has obliged them to 
fubſcribe certain Articles of Faith, and Rules,o! Worſhip, which 
at their Ordmation bhey had na ſcruple againſt, and ſhall upon 
deeper. ſtudy-fin&, Many: of thoſe Articics were groſs and dan- 
gerous Errors, and thoſe Rules of Worſhip idolatrous Or ſus 
perſtitious, they are not obliged to preach thoſe Errors, or pra* 
Rice/thoſe Rules againſi.the dictates of their own conicience. 
Nay, if thoſe errgrs.and corrupt ions endanger the Talvation of 
ghein F lock, they ought to.preach agaiſt them, and warn ſouls 
of their danger; : -And-not-to do. this, 1s, to betray thoſe ſouls, 
to deſert the: cauſe; and; teſtimony of .£Þr4/7, and fail of: that 
fdelicy he.cxpes:n the diſcharge of their office, They ought 
to 40. all-in their ſphere towards a Reformatiqn ; and. if they - 
ſhould; tie /u/perded for the doing that which, C hrift hgs made 
weir duty, the./a/penfion 15) unjult and 4d, as, being oppoſite to 
the lows and intereſt of Chriſt,and is indeed a Rebelion againſt 
bim:.\Hfiherefore" the Do&rines and Worſhip of the Roman 
Church Wwene pernicidus, and enGangered the ſalvation of ſouls, 
add-our Reformiers.had jul ground to account them ſuch, the: 
were bound by the laws of Chr:il to preach againſt thtm,end 
- 1G 'Y.,  *Warn 
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warn the people. of therp, and in their here, attempt, a Refore 
mation. -Nor. wouid any /a/penfcox of. exrommuniedazonet thoſe = - | 
Popifh Biſhops that OrdainY.them, zaſlaty-their deſerting their * 
Miniſtry, and betraying the' intereſt of 'Chry#-and: foe And 
they might.dothis without aſſuming any: Authorztpover'the 
Church of Rome ; they only refuſed juljeftion. tro ber: unjuſt ins. 
poſitions,” * And 0 may Presbyterian Minifters refuſe; ſutjeion 
to the. fer ful: impoſitions of thafe Prelates. that:Gtdars'd: theaty 
and are aot obliged to lay down their Office when ever-theix 
Ordainers ſhall-unjuſtly filerce then, as we'ptpued before. 

But Mr. #.F perceive likes not this: Anſwer; and therefore 
chooſes to zuſtity the Churth of Engl: upen natrawer grounchy 
And therefore' in his Reply to theſe Queſtions 32.1 1.17, +» 

1. He grants that, 4 Presbyter or 'Biſhrp nd nt to preach | 
arainſt the Conſtitution of ehe Church whereof ehey wy Meme | 
bers.. # 

2. Ne alerts, 7 his was not: oh Reformers'C aſe, and thircew 
he founds the. /awfalae/s of:the Reformation entire'y upon:its 
being made by the Convotartion, in whom-he tir the ſt 
preme Church-Governnent {odged itt this Nation!) / 

Had Mr: X. only argued, that the Retormation in Buylow 
was not only lawful, but effeted in the moſt; regalar way with 
the concurrence of the Civil. Magiſtrate upon the advice's} ſo 
conſiderable. a part of the Clergy; none cou'd have blam'd 
him tor talcing 1h albtho confierations that provethe Retors 
matior i England to tre beer the|moſt unexcepnonably re. 
ov'ar ard orderly. -Burithar Vinihis (enger zeal to defend the 
Prelatesi of x! e Church gf England” in hlencing their brethren; he 
ſhould. make ſch x Goterifromto the: Papifts as: may be uſed a» * 
gainſt the Reformatioireiſew here with to great advantage; was . 
not 57gemzous, Bur\we: muſt; excuſe him that he had rather 
wound" the" Reformed: bukches abroad, than not. gratity his 
ſpleen: againft'tliv the Aredyrekions: ab home; and car dnt! whorn 
he made An | be taſtned thit"chars@e? '6h 
his Brethren. | O37 > &f <1 1p 21997 1.301 

Let us-therefore extyine: this Coteeſſion' of his; P29 A 
*Prevbyitrcr Siſtoxagen wor —_ aging the Tolftitation 
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Bur they ſoon:learnt by dear experience, how averle the Cour: 
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of that Church of which they are members. The reaſon he gives 
is, Becauſe there is a regular way wherem they may endeavour a 
Reformation, viz. If they find any rhing amiſs in her Dottrine or 
Diſcipline, they may make their application for the redreſs of it to 
thoſe that have power to reform it, but mujt not preſume, betng 


fubj: ts, to uſurp their Governors power. 


But: what it their Governors refuſe to rcform,; and ſilence 
thoſe that deſire, or- in their: own ſphere attempt it 2 All the 
anſwer is, | 

But if ſuch a Biſhop or Presbyter be cenſur d and ſuſpended,he 
is thereby diſcharg'd from the execution of his Office, and he muſt 
neamore make a Schiſm to regain it, than one muſt make a Rebel 
lion in the State. to regain a Civil Office. This we urge, and I 
think with reaſon againſt the Presbyterians and other Setts among 
«s, that either have no Ordination-or appointment to their Ofices 


from the Church of England or Ireland, or elſe abuſe the power 


egatnſt her, which was once given them by her, and from which 
they are again legally ſuſpended. And as. we urge this againf 
them, ſo likewiſe againſt D. M. &c. 

Let us briefly conſider the Conſequences of this Conceſſion, 
and the grounds of it. 

1, Its Conſequences. 

The firſt Prozeftant Paſtors in France, and moſt other parts 
of Europe were before the Reformation members of thoſe Chur- 
ches where they lived, and ſubje& to their Governors ; they 
had received Ordzuation by the hands of Popiſþ Prelates. God 
was pleaſed fo to-bleſs their ſtudies, and ſearch after truth,thar 
they begun to diſcover abundance of groſs god pernicious cr- 
rors in the Doftrine, and a'wretched mixture of Zdolatry and 
Superſtition in the worſhip of the Church they lived-in. What 
ſhould they do? they. were but-particular Prezbyters, and there- 


fore ſhould not according to- Mr. &-s principle, preach againſt 
the Conſtitation of the Church which gave them their Office. Ma- 


ny of them-try'd his remedy; they repreſented theſe things to 
their Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, as Luther to the Archbiſhop of 
Mentz, and the Biſhop of Brandenburg, and the Pope himſelf. 


of. 
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of Rome was to any Reformation, and how little-it was- to be' 
expected trom the Prelates, who either had no wil, or no cous 
rage to attempt a Reformarion apainſt the will of the Pope. 
Luther and all his fedowers in ſtead of prevailing with thoſe 
that had the condudt of the Church were excommunicated as- 
Hereticks. Now according to Mr. X's principe, theſe Refor- 
me's being cenſured and ſuſpended by the Prelates to whom they 
were ſubjet, were diſcharged from the execution of their Officey | 
and ſhould no more have made a Schiſm in the Church to regain 
x, than one muſt make a Rebellion in the State to regain a Crvil- 
Office.. And fince they did not deſert their Office, but went 
on to preach againſt the Conſtitution of the Romiſh Charch, 
and-the will of their Superiors the Popiſh Prelates, they were 
no better than Schiſmaticks and Church-Rebels ; Nay, if his 
Notion of the Catholick Church be true, the people that ſepa- 
rated from the Popiſh Prelates, and-adher'd to their excommu- 
nicated Paſtors, ceaſt to be members of the body- of Chriſt. 
And how great a part of the Reformed Churches and their 
P3ſtors fall under this heavy charge 2 And will Mr. &.own all 
theſe unavoidable conſequences upon mature deliberation ? 
What if we ſhou'd once more have a Popsſh Convocation in 
England, and theſe ſhould reſtore the Romiſh Relrgion, and ſuſ- 
pend a'l the preſent Pariſhz Miniſters ( whom Mr.#. thinks now 
lawful Paſtors), According to his Principle they being but Preſ- 
byters, and tbe Biſhops Subjefs, mult not preach againſt the Cone 
f{titution of the Church of England, declaring, her zadgment by 
a Convocation in whom the ſupreme Government of the Chnrch 
3s lodg d; they muſt therefore ceaſe their Miniſtry, and »o-mo: e | 
make a Schiſm by the exerciſe of it, than they muſt make a Rea 
bellion in the State to reggin a Civil Office. Nay, to ſeparate. 
from ſuch Governors ot the Church of Engl/and,, will prove 
thoſe that do it no Cathelick members of the Church, The'fame 
principles may be apply'd to: the Arrians, who got Imperial 
Councils, and conſequently the Government of the Imperial 
Church into their hands, and tor ſuch Paſtors as 4thanafus to ' 
preach againlt Arrianiſm which was then the DoQtrine of the 


®*Church was Schiſm and Church» Rebedion ; ln a word, _ 
| Al. 
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ding'to theſe Principles, *Tis in the power of a Convocation 
to dann many thouſand ſouls by ſx{pending an Orthodox, and 


ſub/tit#ttng a corrupt Miniſtry ; and tor thoſe Orchodox Pas 


ſtors Fhen ſ#{pen#ed'to endeavour' their ſalvation by the ex» 
erciſe.of their Miniftry, is to be Schiſmaticks and Churct's 
Rebel,” And? what is this leſs than to ſet up the wi# of-ſuch 
ChurchsGovertors above the will and laws of Chriſt, atove 
the Salvation of Souls, pains, "Thi of Truth and Ho- 


Impſs. * Thercforeg  _» %- ; 
«+2: Eer us eximingerhe Grounds of this flrange Aſſertion, viz, 
Becauſ\hnewegractgular way for reforming abuſes, And for par 
ticilar P resbyters to do it againſt the will of the Biſhops whoſe 
Subjefts they are, is like reforming abuſes in the (tate, in ſpight 
of the' King, a remedy generally worſe then the diſeaſe, Gc.- + © 
Axſu. r. All that theſe reaſons prove 1s, that Reformation 
Thou'd be-firſt fought by humble addreſling to our Supertors. 
'Bur Mr. X plainly leaves 1t impoſſible it they refuſe. - 
2. They are founded on this wretched miſtake, 'that rhe 
Authority cf Biſhops in the Chu ch does reſemble that of a 
Xing 1n the Szate,and ſo to reform abuſes in the(C hurch againft 
'their will, 1s. like reforming abuſes 1n the State, in ſpight of 
the X7»g. Whereas tis Chri/t's Authority in the Church that 
dos reſemble the Xing”s in tl.e State. Ard there fore ifhe wou'd 
'Tighrly ſtate rhe compariſon, it runs thus ; Chriſt the King of 
"his Church, requires all his Oficers to preach the pure DoQrine 
and adminiſter the pure inſtitutions deliver'd in his Goſpel 
'( which is his univerſal law, ) Let us ſuppoſe, there are'in this 
or that particular part of rhe Church dangerous corruptions 
crept in, The law of Chriſt obliges theſe his officers to'diſown 
them and reform them, but the Mzyor part of theſe will not, 
'but, preſume to. ſilence thoſe that do it according to his'coms 
mand Now the (uz/: is whether thoſe that oZey the comiriant 
of Chrift te the Rebells againſt him; or thofe that neither will 
obey his commands themſelves, nor allow others to'do f6.'One 
wou'd think, 'hat ſuch as refuſe ro reform and filerce' all that 
inthair own place attempt it, accofding to the tenout of their 
Commiſſion, are like* to prove the Church Rebells. Butinb 


.doubt _. 
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doubt the Paſtors of a Ch.ucy may diſown and excommnni- 
cate one that abules his office io the per verting the, Chagcl, 
an:1 tor him ro contu:nue to p;rvert the Church by Tuck: male. ads 


; miniſtration is 10, Rebel/agynuni Chritt and his laws Liecharge 
.of Rebellion theretore mult ariſe trom;the vio attun of Chr/'s 
' Authority , not mens, wiuch the Hajor part ot Haſtor $.-May be 


guiity of in a Nation as weil as the ict] r. 
| 3 He ſcems to contougd a. private and a publick Retormas 
tion. | a; FRO” | 
4 The Reaſon given, . why a Biſhap or. Presbyter. when 
centur'd, is diſcharg d trom-lus Office, v1z-4Recaule, ta 744mm it 
is like making.a Rebellion to regain a Crud Offi.e does fappote 
two great miſtakes. pp ng TO EAT 
1. That the Ordazners give a Spiritzal office in the Church 
as the Xing gives a Civ// office in the Szate; And this is no 


-leſs a miftake then ro fer the Ordaiers-1n the place of , Chef, 
Tis his Charter gives the ſacred office as th: - Xing's,does the: 


Civil, and the Ordainers do but for orders. ſake approve., a + 
ceremonally inveſt the perſon as the; Recorder does tixe Haysr 
ota:Zawn whom the Burgheſſes chooſe. And herein Mr. X tems 


-ro: own that very error which is the ground of all Mr. M's 4 


pertinent Queſtions. 

2. He ſuppoſes, that the Biſhops whoordain Presbyrers, have 
equal power to Cepoſe them from their Miniſterial office as tiic 
King:has to take away a Civill Commiſſion, Andthus,, p: 27, hit 
teils.us, That the preſent Diſſenters were the: Biſhops ſatjeits; 4 


-ceuntablei io them as their Seperiors, and liable to be diſchaig'd 


from theinofice, and the benejits-of the Communion of the Churcþ 
by their Cenſure. t:n160% 3:7 1: Ho arten'ce: 
Whereis Tis plain, that it is. the Charter of,Ch-iſt-giveythe. 
ſacred olfice as the: King's Goes the Civil; Ang:as nane can take 
a Crvil'Commiſhon given bythe ing ta any, Subjett, butby 
the Xing; orders and: Cammand; $0 aone.can;take away that 
{piritual;Commuiſſion/Chrill hasgiven any olficer 1n his Chu 1 
-but by-his orders. But now:ke, n nongleave or Authority 


, 


+ to depoſe his officers , but for evident Male-adminiſtrat0s, «s 


preaching Hereſie, groſs ſcandal, &c, And. it in any. part Ch his 
Church, . 
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"Church, The Major number ot raſtors ſhou'd depoſe the Jr. 
or for doing thzir duty, or without a juſt cauſe, their doing 
ſo is, a old and wicked uſurpation, for which they may ex- 
pet their Lord will call them to an account, as he threatens 
the evi/ [ rvant, who anmindfull of his Lord's coming, begun 
to fmite his fellow ſervants, 24. Matth. 48, 49; But for the 
innocent Pattors thus wrongtully depoſed, ro diſobey their 
uſurping depoſers is to obey Chriſt, wio never werranted 
them to deiert their office, and b-tray Souls, becauſe they 
areunjaſtly forbidden to do what his charter has made their 
duty**Tis therefore the unjuſt depoſers are the Rebells againſt 
Chriſt, and their «ſurpation is, as if the Mayor of a County town 
ſhou'd without any orders from the King, preſume to turn out 
all the Mayors of the particular Corporations in that County at 
His own pleaſure ; and I imagine the Xizg wou'd in all proba- 
-bility take him for the Rebell who wou'd thus under pretence 
ef his Authority, uſurp a power never given him, and exerciſe 
4t to the violation of his Charter, and the 1 aws of the Land. 
This is the true ſtate of the Caſe, and Mr. X's miſtakes about 
4t are ſo pa'pable, that 'tis a wonder how a man of his judgment 
cou'd fall into them, And [ muſt needs add here, that as the 
Diſſenters were never the Biſhops Subjetts as they are any ofs 
ficers of Chri/t, and Mr, # will never prove them to be fo; 
So they will be more afraid of ſubmitting to their. «/urpation, 
i they arrogate to themſelves ſuch an unhmited power of de- 

poſing his undoubted offieer+, particular, Church Biſhops, and 

claim a blind obedience to their depofing Sentence, be it right 
or wrong. And 'tis but fidelity to our Lord, to difown 1tuch 
palpable and dangerous uſurpation. 

The grounds then of Mr. X's principles being falſe, they 
will not ſerve himio condemn the Presbyterian Miniſters as 
cither Schiſmaticks or Church- Rebels, and the charge is likelier 
to fail heavy on thoſe that preſum'd to ſuſpend them againſt 
the known laws of Chriſt, trom whom they received their 
Commiſſion. Mr. F. very gravely takes for granted, what he 
will never prove, 

1. That the Convecation are by the laws of Chriſt, the Su» 
preme 


"E872 
preme Governours of all the Chriſtians in England. 

2. That either the Convocation did juſtly, accerding to the 
laws of Chriſt, ſuſpend the Nonconforming Miniſters, or that an 
abſolute obedience, was due to their Cenſure whether juſt or unjult. 

1, He takes it for granted, That the Convocation, are Ly the 
Laws of Chriſt, the ſupreme Gevernoars of all the Chriſtians in 
England. 

Does not Mr. X. know, that the Divines of his own Church 
are not agreed about this matter. The Reverend Dr. Sting: 
when poſed by Mr. Baxter about this Queſt. ho 
was the Ecclefraſtical governing Head of the Church Uureas: of 
of England, as one body politick, does very fairly de- ng 4-4 
ny that the Church of England has any ſuch ZZead 
or Regent part, nay denies the neceſſity of ſuch an Head. So 
that according to him, the Church of England can be no Po- 
liticall Church made up of a Governing and a governed part; 
And conſequently all the noiſe of it's Government Conſtitutions 
and Laws as ſuch a politicall Church, is at an end. But now 
Mr. X. comes and tells us without Scruple, That the ſupreme 
Government of our Church, has always been in a National Couns 
cel or convocation of our Clergy. li ſo, I wou'd olad'y know awhe- 
ther Mr. #: does think that the laws or Canons of a Conves 
cation, wou'd oblige the Conſciences of all the Chriſtians in 
England, tho they were not enacted and ratifizd by the civill 
Authority 2 If they wou'd nor, 'tis evident, that the Church of 
England has no Ecclefiaſtical Head of Government , becauſe 
none that can make laws obligatory to all the Chriſtians in Eng- 
land; And ſo the Convocation are but the King's Ecelefis/tical 
Council ( which is indeed the true Notion of them ) to advite * 
. him what Laws he ſhall eſtabliſh by civil Authority, relating. 
' © to Church Government. It he ſay, the Canons of the Core 

vocation wou'd oblige, whether the civil Authority ratificd 
them or no; I ask Qao jure. Ailobligation to obey avy Church- 
governors as ſuch, muſt ariſe fromthe command of Chriſ, Now 
(Where has he commanded, that in every Nation ſuch a /mg/ 
epart of the Clergy, as our Convocation conliſts of, ſhall be 


' Wpreme Governours of ail the ref. When perhaps, they are as 
yOu I SEE RI 


—_— CENT 
hc A. — OO OO Ee As or en - o e ——_ — 


- > —DDt errno aw oe dE Aa TG 
w—_ | > 


C58) | 


unkit to repreſent the judgment of all the Pau7ors (not to men- 


tion the" people) in England, as the Council of Trent all the 


Churches in Euroze. lath confident, beſides the 2000 ſiienced 
Miniſters, the far greater part of the Conforming Clerzy would 
never have conſented to ail the late excommunicating Canons, 
had tkeir Vote been requird. And the chief members of the 
Convocation are lo far from being Chriſt's Officers, that I de- 
ſpair their ever detending the lawluineſs, and much more the 
divine right of their Office againſt Mr. Baxter's Arguments 
in his forcſaid 7reatiſe of Fpiſcopacy. Neither the light of na» 
ture, nor general laws of Scripture wou d ſuggeſt ſuch an Af. 
fembly as the governing Head of the Church of England. A 
duly el<ted Synod of Paſtors in a Nation to endeavour the 
neareſt Unity and Concord of the particu!ar Churches (as far 
as *tis to be expected on earth) by their amicable contultations 
we grant to be moſt deſirable and eligible wherever it may be 
had ; and the judyment of fuch a Synod ſhould be comply'd 
with in all things not repugnant to the word of God. Burt 
we cannot fay ſo of an Aſſembly compoy'd - chiefly of men, 
whoſe Office is not only an Uſurpation, but ſuch as renders 
tae Church-government impoſſible, and whoſe intereſt and 
grandure inclines them to keep up the diviſions and corrupti- 
ons which they have made. And to ſuch a Convocation s be- 
ing entruſted by Chriſt with the National Church-government, 
which Mr. X. is pleaſed to aſlert, I oppoſe the judgment of the 
traly learned Archbiſhop Vhher which he often proteſt to Mr. 
Baxter, viz: That Church-Councils are not for Government, bur 
for Unity ; Not as being in order of Government over the ſeve- 
ral Biſhops, but that by conſultation they may know their duty 
more clearly, and by agreement maintain Unity, and to that end 
they were anciently celebrated. 

2. Mr, X. takes it for granted alfo, 7hat either the Conve- 
cation did juſtly according to the laws of Chriſt ſuſpend the Non- 
conforming Miniſters, or that thoſe Miniſters were bound however 
to obey their ſentence, whether right or wrong. 

For the #7/t, If he will indeed prove their filencing to have 
been juſt, z, e. that the Non conforming Miniſters were guilty 


> 

of ſuch male-adminjſtration as forfeited their office, and war- 
ranted the Prelates by the laws of Chriſt to depoſe them, I will 
aſſure him, they will quit their office rather than rebel againſt 
Chriſt, or any juſt depoſing ſentence of men. But I have al- 
ready prov'd the ſentence to be unjuſt: And the (ilencing ſuck 
a number of Miniſters on ſuch grounds, was a crime of that 
nature, that I would in charity to Mr. X. warn him to draw 
the guilt of it no further on his own head, by undertaking te 
juſtity or defend it. 


For the Second, That theſe Miniſters, tho unjuſtly ſuſpended, 
were bound to obey the ſentence, is to give the ſuſpenders the 
{ame abſolute Authority c'aim'd by Popiſh Prelates and Coun» 
cils; and on the ſame grounds, all the Proteſlant Mini- 
ſters in Fraxce and other Reformed Churches were hound to 
ceaſe their Miniſtry when. firſt ſuſpended by Popith Prelates, 
and ſo their Reformation was or'y founded on Charch- Rebellion. 
Nay, if this be true, it will be in the power of a Convocation 
in Eng/ard by impoſing ſuch fioful terms of Church-Commus» 
non as few of the people dare ſubmit to, and ſilencing all the 
Paſtors that will not approve of them, to oblige the greateſt 

art of the Nation to live without the publick worſhip of God' 
(as the Popes did ſometimes thus ixterdi# a'whole Kingdom). 
And he that can believe this, may next be-perſwaded, that 
Chriſt has put the power of JYamning mean into the hands of a 
Convocation, and the pzople muſt not endeavour their own 
ſalvation againſt the will of ſuch a Convocation, tho even the: 


Apoſtles themſelves had no power but for Ediffcation: 


4 Queſt. Whether an Att of Parliament be not as good in 
 qFrance, Spain, or Germany for the Popifh Religion, as in Eng- 
land for Proteſtancy ? L 


_ Anſw. Mr. X. juſtly faith, that *ris not ſufficient the Power 
hich eſtabliſhes a Religion be competent, and the methods 
f ſettling it regu'ar ; but 'tis likewiſe neceſſary the Religion 
itſelf be true, p. 33. No nanane ews canyzuſtly eſtabliſh a l.— 
» | pt ts . 


( 60 ) 
Relip itn; b:caufe God nas given no man power to contradict 
his Revelation and Laws. And tho ſubjeRtion te due to the 
Magiſtrate, yet his Authority cannot oblige us to formal obe- 
dience, when hs comNaads us to protels Error, or practice 
taiſe Worſhip, cr forbids us to confeſs with the mouth what we 
believe with the heart to ſalvation, 

The only Queſt. here is, Whether the Popith or the Prote- 
ant Religion be the more agreeable to the holy Scriptures 
the only int3ll;b'e Teſt of all revealed Religion? Which Queſt, 
D: Manby ſhou'd have attemptcd to refolve by coming to the 
merits of the Cauſe, and entring into a particu'ar difcufſion of 
the Controverſies betwixt the Church of Rome and thoſe that 
have embrac'd the Reformation. Had he done this, he might 
have ſpar'd all theſe impertinent Queſtions about Miſfon, which 
are but as Mr. #. calls them, meer Banter, and contriv'd only 
to divert people from a neceſſary enquiry into the principles of 
the Popiſh Religion. 

Only there is one paſſage that occaſionally drops from Mr. 
K's Pen in anſwer to this laſt Queſt, which I would take ns 
tice of, p. 33. 7rs one principle of the Chriſtian Religion, that 
the Prefeſſors thereof ought to aſſociate into a body, and that 
Chriſt the Author thereof has appointed Governors who are to 
deſcend by ſuccesfion, and that to theſe regularly appointed, due 
otedience is to be paid, as men value the rewards and puniſhments 
of anether life. 

'Tis ſtrange to me that Mr. X. ſhould think any man able to 
know what he meant by theſe words, 

If he means, that all the Chriſtians throughout the world 
muſt aſſociate in a General Council to ſet vp ſome univerſal 
Othcers that ſhall govern the Church-Catholick as as one po- 
{itical ſociety ſubjzt ro them, or that the ChurchsCatholick 
muſt become one body by a ſubjeQion to any humane Head, 
Pope, Counct), or Colledge of Prelates, this is plainly to ſet up 
a Vice-Chriſt, and to make a humane center of Unity to the 
Catholick Church, -which he ſeems honeſtly to diſclaim, p. 55. 
If he mean not thus, why does he talk of Governors appointe«, 
to this Catholick body. So tor theſe Ran by 
SEE : UCCE 
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ſucceſſion, if he mean that none are lawful Governors but ſuels 


as can plead an uninterrupted ſuccesfion of Prelatical Ordination, 
as Mr. Dedwell ſeems to dream), it wilt hence follow, that 'ns 
8 meer uncertainty whether there be any lawful Governors in 
the Church art all; and if fuch Prelates were not known in the 
p:imitive Church, either they or the ſucceeding Apes had-no 
lawful Governors. So when he makes obedience due to theſe 
Governors, a5 men value the rewards or puniſhments of anos» 
ther life; I hope he means obedience to them fo far as they dez 
liver thoſe laws of Chriſt which he enforces with that ſolemn 
ſanction ; and not obedience to every unneceſſary or fiatul ins 
juoStion of their own. And I hope he wi!l not think that 
Chriſt has appointed ſuch our Governors, whoſe very otfice he 
never inſtituted. I 
And if the meaning of this fine Princip'e be no more than 
this, that all Chriſtians muit unite in Chriſt as their Head, and 
all endeavour to live under ſuch Paſtors as he has inſtituted, 


_ and the Paſtors endeavour all neceſſary Concord by their mus 


_ 


tual conſultations, and be careful to provide ſach as fhall fuc- 


ceed them in the ſame office; and that to difobey ſuch Paſtors 
when they urge the neceſlary Doctrines and Laws of Chrift, is 
to forfeit the rewards, and incurr the puniſhments of another 


life ; then indeed | ſee no danger in this Princip!le.: | But with- 
out all this allowance and explication, it has a very dangerous 
found, and Mr. X#. was not aware what uſe D. Mandy might 
make of it. | 

. For the 24 and 3d Points of Mr. 1's Paper about Auriculay 
Conſes/ron, and the Catholick Church, Mr. A's Anſwer is fo judi- 
cious and clear, (bating a pailige or two that relate to his ſchif- 
matical Notion of the Cathol:ck Church) that I thall not need- 
leſly undertake what he has ſo well pertorm'd. The ſame L 


may ſay concerning his Anſwer to that wild diſcourſe of :the; 
Dean's in vindication of the Church of | /come, and: accu'atiotr: 
« of the Reformed, except what Mr. #, has, p. 79, 80,84; 82. 


which rans.o0n the miſtakes I have already animadverted or. 


I 


Jand 'tis ſtrange Mr. #. ſhould, p. 82. quote ; Phil. 34 £5: to 
{at purpole he there does, whuch may be applied to the huire 


CONLEas 
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contrary with far-greater advantage, as the Anſwerers of Dr. 
Stillingfleet's Sermon have at large evinc'd. 1 he Fave the /.- 
poſtle there ſpeaks of, is, what God has preſcr.bd to hs 
Church, not the a»zeceſſary, and much leſs the /irfui Canons ct 
men. And for thoſe that are otherwiſe minded, he 'eaves them 
to God's inflruftion, and dors not 1mmettiately go about to 
open their eyes by an excommunicat 'on ipſs fatto, much leſs by 
a Writ de Excom. capiendo. And it other Churcir governors 
had uſed the ſzme forbearance, there had becn fewer Schiſms 
and Dzvi{cons 17 the Chriſtian world. 

For Mr. X's Anſwer to the Latin Qneſtions, there occurrs 
nothing in them diſagreeable to the common Proteſtant Do- 
arine, which does not reter to the torementioned miſtakes. 

Having (Honoured Sir) offered you my caſe of theſe paſ- 
fages in Mr. &'s Anſwer, wherein I thought his immouderate 
aftection to a Party perverted his judgment ; I ſhall now pur 
an end to this long Letter, by a tew refle&ions on theſe mat- 
ters; 

x. I cou'd heartily wiſh Mr. /. and all that approve theſe 
paſlages in his Book, to conſider feriouſly, Whether they are 
acted by true Chriſtian charity and love, whilſt they deny ſo 
many Chriſtian Churches in theſe Kingdoms living under the 
Paſtoral care of Orthodox and pious Miniſters never ju/tly is 
lenc'd, to be any part of the Catholick Church ; and that upon 
ſuch Principles as paſs the ſame hard cenſure. on all the Retors 
med Churches that were ſct up as ſeparate from Popiſh Ni- 
tional Churches 2 To «nchurch true Churches, is the moſt op- 
polite to that love which is the !ife of Chriſtian Unity, and is 
the higheſt degree of Schi/m. How much more. to unchurch 
ſo many, and thoſe ſo eminent tor the purity of Faith, Wor- 
ſhip, and PraQtice ; nay, for their charity too towards thoſe 
parts of the Catholick' Church that are leſs pure than them= 
ſalves. | I ſhould hearcily rezoyce if any one-coutd ſhew me any 
Churches on this earth wherein there is a more pure, peace- 
able-and credible profeſſion of Chriſtianity made (as to its ins 

_ as well as eſſentials) than in thoſe Reformed Churches. 
akread, and thoſe at home, which I have here been 0bligedo- 
—_ | detend 
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» 
dcfend from the Aſſau'tof a Proteſtant Divine. I am farr ſro 
denying our Pariſh Churches co be true parts of the Catholick 

| Church, and TI hope all thit account themſelves obiig d on the 

reaſons ſuggeſted in'this Paper to trequent other Chriſtien 
Societics do eſteem them as ſuch, and own all the credible 
proleſſion of Religion made among them, Tho there ars mas 
ny things wherein they cou'd deſire them reform'd, eſpecially 
they cou'd with them that liberty of conſenting to thetr own 
Paſtors which was the general praCtice ofthe Catholick Church 
in its pureſt Ages,and was confirm'd by the judgment of ſo ma= 
ny Councils ; See Mr. Baxters church Hiſtory paſſim, and his 
Anſw. to Dr. St:llingfl. p. 128, 129, &c: and Blondel, de jure 
plebis, fc. And they would be glad to fee ſome tolerable ex- 
erciſe of that true and godly diſcipline which the Commonzprayer 
book acknow ledges was prafticd in. the primitive Church, and 
the reſtoration whereof, it ſaith, is much to be wiſhed. But the. 
miſchief is, tho they have a proleſt afſent and conſent to this, 
tis only to wiſh it, for they have ſworn to endeavour no: altera« 
ticn how deſirable ſoevere "1 

2 I wou'd hope that long experience. will convinee us 
all of the neceſſity of more large aud comprehenſive terms 'of 
Chriſtian Concord, as farr as that is to be expected or attai- 
n'd on earth. I hope the Churches unity, will no-more be lay'd 
by Proteſtants on ſich humane Canons'as are not only -anxe- 
ceſary but contrary to the Churches intereſt. and edification. 
Nor the breach of ſuch a fintul unity, be branded as Schiſm 
and Church: Rebellion, Mr. Hales of Eaton and Dr. Stilling fleet 
( once) were of another mind, and lay'd the charge of 'Schi/m, 
in all ſuch caſcs at the right Door, v7z. the Impolſers. 

2. Tho I can expect no perfe& cure of our diviſions { une + 
leſs the Churches in theſe: Nations were cemented on a -more 
wide and Catholick foundation, 'I mean notthe ſchiſmatieal 

. terms ofthe Roman Church) Yet I wou'd- humbly propoſeit 
to the Conſideration, toth of the ſober charitable Coanformiſts 

. fand Nozcnformiſls, whether ſomething may not be done to 

#$promote ſome conſiderable degrees of Concord even while | 


' vifferences of our jadgment ardprattice do remain; © * b 
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May they not publickly declare, they own each others Af- 
ſemblies, for true Chriſtian Churches 2 May not their members 
to teſtifie a true Catholick charity maintain occaſional Commusz 
nion 2 ſhou'd it not be own'd ſciſmatical on either hand to con--_ 
fine that part of Chriſt's Catholick Church which is in theſe 
Kingdoms to either party ? May not the Paſtors own each '&> 
ther tor true Miniſters of the Goſpel,and Paſtors to ſuch as con- 
ſent to their Paſtoral relation 2 ( I ſpeak of ſuch as want not the 
: neceſſary qualifications) May they not rejoyce in the ſucceſs of 
each others labours for promoting that common Intereſt of 
Chriſtianity w herein both areagreed ? For ſure that onght to 
te infinitely dearer to us then the narrow Intereſt of a party, 
or the Interc{t of more dubious Opinions ard modes of Wor- 
ſhip. May they not concur topromote each others juſt eſteem 
and reputation in order to the ſucceſs of their labours ? May 
they not maintain a more amicable correſpondence 1n order to a 
nearer union of their affetions and if poſlible of their ji:dgment 
and practice too? May they not forbear unjuſt Catumnies and 
reviling larguage to render each other odious? May they not 
love and honour in cach other whatever there appears of the 
Imape of their Lord and Maſter his gitts and graces ? May 
they not both joyn in the defence of the Reformed Religion 
- upon the common principles wherein the Proteſtant Churches 
agreed? And would not ſo much of mutual affteQion and concord 
- tend more tocredit true Religion and ſtrengthen its real Intereſt, 
then the contrary uncharitable narrow and irreconcileable 
Temper? / doutt not but the truly moderate on both ſides are 
acted by this truly Catholick and Chriſtian Temper ; And it 
wou'd be a comfortable preſage to theſe Churches to ſee this 
temper more generally diffus'd aud prevalent among us, But 
for thoſe that wiil ſtill fancy Chriſt has every where commuted 
the government of his church to Dzoce/an Prelates and by carho- 
lick 2»zty mean a ſ«bjeftion toalltheir cannons and cenſures, 
and make all disobedience to their commands when contrary t » 
the commands of Chris, Schiſm and Church Rebellion,T hey mt y 
long talk of Cathoiick Unity and Peace, But they arenext to te 


Papists the moſt dangerous enemies of it; For they have too 
164 deep 
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deep a tinCture of their humour who make a mighty noile a- 
bout Z-jty but when we come to enquire where it lies, They 
mean a ſubjecioa to. a.certain Gent/emasx that dwells at Rome, 
or at beſt ro that Clergy who adhere to him in all the corruptions 
"of Chriſtiana DoQrine worſhip and Prattice. 
Laſtly, I wou'd adviſe all oft Mr. X's mind to conſider we'lthe 
Catholick principles ſuggeſted in this paper (in oppoſition to his 
ſehiſmatical __ tothe caſe of a pepiſh convocation 1nEng.or Trel; 
ſhou'd ſuch a convocation ſuſpend him from preaching his protea 
{tant doftrine & adminiſtring prot ſacraments (asD M.cal s them) 
and he go on to do it,By his own Notionshe wou'd be a ſehi/- 
matick and Church-Rebel, by mine a faithful paſtor to his Flock 
and a Leyalſubjett of Jeſus Chriſt. And therefore whether his 
principles or mine be more honeſt, more agreeable to the holy 
Scriptures more ſerviceable to advance the Authority and In» 
tereſt of Chriſt, more conducive to the welfare of Sools, I leave 
to his own conſcience to determine on tecond thoughts ; And 
doubt not but moſt of his own Brethren will acknowledge 
mine to be ſo. 
[ cannot but refle@ on theſe debates with'deep regret that 
T am put on ſo unhappy neceſſity, not only of oppoſing Mr. #. 
but ſaying ſo much againſt the preſent Church: Goverment in 
order to the Vindication of the Reformed Churches torh ar home 
and abroad, and the 7ruth it ſeif. But as'theſe principles I have 
here refle&edon have been the fatal Engires of Church Tyrane 
»y.and divifions theſe many Ages, and belong to the Roman 
Arſenall, ſotis the neceſſary work of a Peacemater who pros 
poſes a Catholick Unity and Love as his ' great aim to batter 
them down. I had not ſo long delay'd the fending this paper; 
but that 1 ſtill hoped ſome abler pen would have undertaken 
what mine is ſo unfit for, However T Hhope'l 'have” afferied 
othing contrary either to 7ruth or Pedee, or if have; 1 am 
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de. Hh... L 


He perſon towhom the Letter was addreſs'd deſiring 


me to publiſh it, I thought it requiſite upon} a review 
of it, to add a few things relating to ſome paſſages in 
it. The oppoſition of Mr. X's Notion of the Cathobick Church 
to the Articles of the:Church of /reland, and the agrecableneſs 
of mine to thern is obſerv d in the Preface. 
. To what is ſaid about Mr. X's mark of the Catholick Church, 
wiz. [living under lawſul ſpiritual Governors ; | I add, that this 
renders the re'ation of all true Chriſtians to our bleſſed Lord: 
(as his members) as queſtionable as the title of the Paſtor un» 
der whom-they live; and conſequently expoſes their right to 
all the benefits of the Goſpel, even to the Kingdom of Heaven 
| ic ſelf to the ſame uncertainties and doubts as the regu'arity of 
F his Admiſſion to his Office. And if thoſe ancient Canors re- 
peated in fo many-Comncils be of any force, which declare al! 
EleRions of the Clergy by Magiſtrates, or without the conſent cf 
rhe people, void ; what a deſperate caſe has almoſt all the Chr;- 
Stan world been in ever ſince the old way of EteRions' was 
alter'd / Nay, the Church of England it ſelf, where the Biſhoy s 
are-choſen by the Xing, and Parſons by Patrons, is in a miſera- *! 
ble plight. Ss ſevere. is this mark of the Cazholick Charch on 
F thoſe tor whoſe ſecular intereſt Mr. X. ſeems to have calculated { 
* | it, and ſo over-favourable to thoſe whom he deſign'd to exclude * 
| from the Catholick C hurch by it. 7 
. For what is ſaid on behalf of all the Reformed Churches, "If 
Gc, It is not intended to include the Socinians, who deny an” | 
| | eſſential Article of the Chrifzan Faith, the: Deity of Chrift, an : 
'Y - all the Doftrines of his Satisfaftion, &c. that depend on it. 
'F Apainſt;Mr, &"s Notion of the Supreme Government ov :r 
(| all the Chriſtians in: Exy/and being lodg'd in the Convocation 
18 touch'd on, p. 57th. I add this Argument ad hominem ; Ene 
I k. General. -in-$t2:/4nd have equal pretenſions to the Su. 
<.........__Titerhe Gayernmeat of all Chriſtians in that Nation, as the Gor» 
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from p. 2.10 P. 7. 


Catholick members of the Church examin'd. His 'firft 
tholick Faith] allow®d, His ſecond Living in Charity 
Chivrches) exclundles the Papiſts, 3fr.Dodwel, and: 
of the Chriſtian-wortd in the pre ſent 


if = 
vocation Nas in England: Now if the laws of the Convicatiol* 
would obiige the Conlciences of all the Chriſtians jn Englmnd 
(as the laws of the Church) whether ratified by the' Civil Auz 


* thority or no, then the AR; of che General A <mbiy 1a _Scot- 


4axd have the ſame force there ; Now: that General Aſlembly 
which fat there 1n the year 4639; (whoſe Atts were Ha rati- 
fied afterwards by King Ch, the Firſt-in-perſon, preſent :in kis 
Parliament there ) aboitthr Prelacy, and ſet up the Presbyterian 
Government there. The Prelates were, according to Mr. X's 
Principles, diſcharg'd from their Qficeand ſince they regain'd 


it not only without the allowance of any. General Aſembly, ; | 


but againſt the Ads or Laws of all that far there ſince, they 
were therein guilty of Schiſm'or ChurchRebeblion. Mr. &'s No- 
tions are as unmerc.ful to-the Brfhops there as to Precbyiers 
here : So littie docs he regard where thoſe envenom'd darts * 
may fall, which he levels againſt his Diſſenting Brethren.” - 
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The Contents of the Letter 
AT 3--M's 1 Queſt; iv the Preface, "What. is meant by rhe Catho« 
M-- Church, 4. K's Anſwer confiaer?d, and elders c0 be 
VM. obſcure; narrow, and conſequently ſchiſmatical and dangerons, 
The tyne Anſwer to that Cuefion, Þ: 7, 8, 9,10; x 
r, 


Mr: M 2d-and 34 2s IONS, Ks Anſwer enlarg'd, to wake FS 


move Catholick and comprehenſive." p. 10; v1. 


Me. Weg Gu. Whither bythe Catholick: Church be meare; rhe 
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. 


ores If Pree Fs frwrnic Queries IS 
Catholick. Anſwer propoſed,""p."x 1,12, 13.” 6 TO. 


Mr. K's Anſwer to that Queſtion conſider"; "His ehree marks of a 
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68 ) IJ 
the Papiſts, and the greateſt WE, 5 Chriſtiun Church in every pA o ” 
being Carlglck members, &c from p. 16. to P. 207 
Zv what grounds 'does Mr: FK aſſert that the Predbyrerians 44 
male 4 ſinful ſeparation from their lawful Governors ? Some diffi de ro" _ 
pear that Wy T bby t: 00 0-48 ave lan ful Paſtor 5s * 
C s- under their over[ipht, om Pz 21, to P, 394: 27 T4 - | 
The Qs in the Panphley here Mean, The true Notion of Po; , a> 
ted : [The Authority and Obligation of | Paftors to the duties of their Office, 


derived from Chriſt [itt The » ny L; =p Throw, fo - 
| wer FAINd= 


Fein. ea 
ods 48: befe;fromss d. 

1" Que Wha: food or boly Orders had the 4 R ry 
Fs —_ oy recejved from Rom. Cath. Biſhops ? Anſwered. p: 48, 
His 2 Who authorized the firſt es to Preach their Proveſtent 
Dodrine, and adminiſter their $151 Sacraments ? Anſwered, and re- 
rorted on the Church of Rome. P. 4 

His 3d and 4th Q*s, Whether Cremer and his Apoeiates nudlemduee 
the Church of RomieTy vertye of the Miſſion derived from ber Biſhops ; If 
ſo, whether a Presbyt: Miniſter having received Orders from a Protetant 
Biſhop,” can by vertxe-of ſuch Orders + _h the. Gbyroh of: Fagiand, 4 
corrupt Church ? + " Anſwered -P5'50, $3; 

Lav. is Anſwer examined: His Conceſſion to D. 'M. Tha a »; oþ or 
Presbyter ought not to preach againſt the Conſtitution of f the get fra 
_ Y; and if be, be conſlred-ov: ſulhendly be is diſcher, 

" conſe 5 of-it $6 a-ore 
Eo In ag 
«r, alſe; : bt » AMinifters.uet. cha, 
Churches Rebellion ; \the charge "rnove likely oy 5 pA 3 me Cers, 
unleſs Mr: K. ca ris eel of the. Conv ve. : 
[bien - of the Church of Engl ps the equiey = #h lets 
ing ſewence, from JF 10 \ $9" .-- 
5B: EE lar, 15.598 [1-8 FT 
Some gentral Remarks on-1 reſt of: Mr: "3 60, 61 
Refine whole; or pe INS to the end: tl Sie, a_ A 


_ 


I ————_—_ 


- "1 . | 


OT EDAY FRKETA MOETED Tem 
e7:1: 21:7: Arimini: (Toline 24, add (Ard not the Carbtich Chaka) K 
"tr a1 meaſur'd by .a Fulgmint of Charity, es the Papifts aſſert, and 2O4K> with avs + 
 comrary t9 the firext 0 ger writers: og rhat Controverſie }:  Pgnlert5e; | 
 —_— <1 opener 7th ve £5 40; ele ropeelacy Pragole 2G rx g0b 
s dt Qu! ed, —_— 


—— 


